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“BC-Syria~Israei, ist Ld-Writethru 
“Wary Syria views fresh round of talks as real test of Israel’s 
intentions ¢ Speen, 
“Eds: UFPDATES throughout for AMs with protest. ADDS Fhoto numbers. ¢ 
“AF Fhotos DAMI@I-2¢ 
“Ry ZEINA KARAM= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

DAMASCUS, Syria (AFD —§ AS Syrian and Israeli leaders began a 
crucial round of U.S.-brokered peace talks Monday, Syrians stanged a 
Sit-in denouncing the Jewish state and demanding the immediate 
release of Syrian prisoners in Israeli jaiis. 

The protest was a reminder of the numerous thorny issues facing 
negotiators and the need for both sides to take steps to build each 
ether’s canfidence. 

Some 3G protesters, mostiy university students, gathered at the 
affices of the International Committee for the Red Cross in Damascus 
carrying portraits of 17 Syrians from the Israeli-occupied Golan 
Heights imprisoned in Israel. Syria has set the return of the Golan, 
the strategic plateau Israel seized in the 1967 Mideast War, as the 
price of peace. 

“"“Our action is a message addressed ta the negotiators in the 
United States,’’ said Maymouna al~-Maget, a @2S~-year-old studying 
computer engineering whose two brothers have been jailed in Israel 
since i985. 





Bushar and Sidqi al-MNaqet were detained for being members of an 
underground organization fighting Israeli occupation, their sister 
Said. Bushar al-Maquet was sentenced to 37 years in jail and Sidqi 
to: 27. 

It is not clear how many Syrians in all are held in Israel. Many 
are believed jailed for taking part in operations from neighboring 
Lebanon, but public attention is usually focused on those from the 
Golan. 

‘“There can be no peace as long as Israel keeps our men 
imprisoned,’’ MNaymouna al-Maget said. 

Syria views the new round of peace talks as a test of Israel’s 
intentions. 

“*In this round, the Israeli side should show seriousness and 
credibility towards the honest and true attitude taken by Syria on 
the peace process,’’ said the state-run Syria Times, an 
English-language daily. 

Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk ai-Sharaa and Israeli Frime 
Minister Ehud Barak met in Washington on Dec. 15-16 in the first 
such high-level encounter between the two countries in more than 
half a century of hostility. At that meeting, they agreed on the 
second round of talks, when real and tangible progress expected. 

Medhat Saleh, a member of parliament representing an area of the 
Golan that Syria regained in a 1973 war, told The Associated Press 
he expected a declaration of principles to emerge on such vital 
matters as security arrangements and water issues. 

Progress will be difficult, as Monday’s protest made clear. 
Deep~roated animosity towards Israel, linked to issues such as the 
hundreds of Arab prisoners in Israeli jails and the fate of tens of 
thousands of Palestinian refugees residing in Arab countries, could 
constrain Syrian negotiaters.. 

The protesters handed Claude Voillat, the Swiss head of the ICRC 
in Syria, a letter denouncing the **Zionist heinous occupation’’ af 
the Golan and demanding immediate release of the prisoners. 

Both Israel and Syria have said they want to see the other side 
show it is serious about peace. 

Israeli Foreion Minister David Levy suggested on Sunday that 
Syrian President Hafez Assad get involved in the talks to show that 
Syria is sericus about peace. Karak is leading the Syrian 
negotiating team in the United States, while Assad instead sent one 
of his most trusted advisers. 

The reclusive Assad rarely travels abroad. In addition, he may be 
waiting until he is sure of success before associating himself with 
the peace process. 

Syrian wariness has been increased by what is seen as conflicting 
signals from Israel over the Goian’s Auture. 

In a speech Dec. 26 after returning from the opening round of 
peace talks, Barak spelled out for the first time that Israel would 
have to pull out of Golan territory. But he did not say whether he 
meant the entire plateau would be returned. 

A day before the speech, Barak’s government had approved the 
construction of new homes in the Golan _ a decision not made public 
until just a few days before the West Virginia round of talks. 

Syrian Foreign Minister al-Sharaa called the Israeli decision to 
build more homes ‘*‘an obstacle in the road to peace.’’ 
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“kC-US-Mideast Talks, Sth Ld-Writethru «| | ot 
“Clinton opens second round of I[sraeli-Syrian talks < als = Se | 
“Eds: TORS with & grafs with camments by State Dept. spokesman Rubing 
no pickup ¢ | | 
“AM Fhato WKIGI < 
“With BC-Paying for FPeace< — 
“By DONNA ARU-NASK= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

SHEPHERDSTOWN, West Virginia (‘APD — Fresident Bill Clinton 
launched a fresh round of negotiations between Israel and Syria 
Nanday, seizing on a ““‘historic opportunity’? ta reach a 
land-for-peace deal and end S@ years of enmity betweend a truthful 
desire’? for peace. Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Karak said he felt 
the ‘‘burden of responsibility’”’ to reach an agreement this year. 

With Mideast peace a top foreign policy goal for 2@@@, Clinton 
met separately with Barak while Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright held talks with Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk al-Sharaa. 
Clinton and Albright planned to trade off the meetings before a 
three-way session is held later in the day. ; 

The talks were being held at the semi-secluded Clarion Hotel and | 
Conference Center just cutside Shepherdstawn, 7@ miles (lie | 
kilometers) northwest of Washisnston. 

‘““The president understands we have an historic opportunity 
here, ’’ said White House spokesman Joe Lockhart. *“*The president 
believes we can act as a facilitator, as an honest broker, as we 
have in the past.’ ; 

After Monday sessions, Lockhart said, ““We'’re going to take it 
day to day. At the end of the week, we'll take stock of where we 
are.’? / 

State Department spokesman James Rubin noted that “*‘there’s real — 
Seriousness’? on both sides. But he warned that **‘we don’t expect to 
be able ta achieve a core agreement’? in ene round. 

““‘What we are hoping to achieve is to have an opportunity to 
discuss all of the outstanding issues, ali the issues that have not 
been discussed face~to~-face with experts in all the areas,’’ said 
Rubin at a briefing. ri 

He said that at the end of this phase “*we would certainly hope 
that we are able to achieve real progress toward closing same of the “ 
yaps and toward making this historic opportunity more possible.’’ 

Karak and al-Sharaa were expected to focus on four key issues 
during the talks: security, the normalization of relations, water 
rights and how much of the strategic Golan Heights that Israel would 
return to Syria. 

In Damascus, about S@ protesters, mostly university students, 
staged a sit-in at the offices of the International Committee far 
the Red Cross, denouncing Israel and demanding the release of Syrian 
prisoners in Israeli jails. 

‘“There can be no peace as long as Israel keeps our men 
imprisoned,’ said Maymeuna al-Maget, whose two brothers have heen 
jailed in Israel since 1983. 

Albright, who will be closeted with the Israelis and Syrians 
throughout the negotiations, cautioned Sunday that there is *“*no 
dane deal’? yet between the two sides, who have fought three wars 
since Israel’s founding in £348. ) | 

““We all understand how fateful the decisions are,’?? Albright 
said in an interview with The Associated Press in Washingten. “We 
are at the beginning of a process here, not at the end of it.”’ 

Albright said there may have to be additional rounds of 
negotiatians toa achieve a final settlement, knocking down any notion 
that all that remains is to dispose of some details. 

Rut she added that Karak and al-Sharaa, as well as Syrian 
Mregsident Hafez Assad, were “‘dedicated to making this work.’’ 
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‘Clinton rejoining talks; Israelis, Syrians take up peace terms <¢ 

‘Eds: TOFS with 14 grafs to UPDATE with Rubin, Syrian remarks; EDITS 

to conform < ye Pee Fis 

“By DONNA ARU-NASK= 

“Aesociated Fress Writer= ; 

SHEPHERDSTGWN, West Virginia (AP) — With working committees 
stalled, Secretary of State Madeleine Albright called on President 
Rill Clinton on Thursday to “‘help her to get the parties to roll up 
their sleeves’’ and do their work in a substantive way. 

Clinton was headed back to the. talks later in the day, White 
House officials said. 

State Department spokesman James Fs Rubin avoided any claim of 
Progress, saying only “it’s our view that the substantive work 
should continue through indirect discussions. ’’ | ; 

““We ... continue to chug alonyg,’’ said Rubin. 

His-remarks came amid Syrian insistence that the committee. 
handling the demarcation of borders meet before the end of the week. 

‘“*“We cannot go back home and tell Our peaple we have disregarded 
the land issue but have addressed only security. issues;?" Said a : 
sG0urce close ta the Syrian delegation. 

The s@eurce said on conditien of anonymity that the Sy cic wild 
not accept that progress be made in one committee at the expense of 
the other. 

The talks got on to a rough start on andar Gheh Israel said it 
wanted to begin the negotiations by focusing on security _ a major 
concern for the Jewish state. Syria, on the other hand, wanted toa 
discuss barders first because Damascus considers oaey ie ie a : 
of the Golan Heights as the root of the problem. © ' 

A mechanism was reached whereby the four working groups would 
meey concurrently. - . 

So far, only two of the groups have met formally. On Wednesday, a 
ccumibhbe dealing with mutual security concerns met all ‘day, 
focusing on the establishment of a demilitarized zone and an early 
warning system, Rubin said. Another team of negotiators took up in 
some detail the issue of normalizing relations, he added. | 

By midday Thursday no committees had met, Rubin said that 
substantive work on all issues has gone on informally through direct 
contacts by the United States separately with each side. — 

Rubin said Clinton was retuning to Shepheray ween upon ioc pai 
Tegommendstions. 

‘Secretary Albright has recommended bhalee the ‘oresident meturh 
today to help the parties and help her net the parties rolling up 
their sleeves and proceeding to do the substantive work in a 
prafessional and hopefully soon in accelerated way,’’? said Rubin. 

Albright is scheduled toa hold talks with Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk al-Sharaa, said Rubin. | 

Clinton, who was here for the first two days of the talks this 
week, planned to return after starting to move <ave: his suburban New 
York City homes 7 
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SNA% week. Clinton ere. the tagverd re we 
trying to find ways to resolve theizifter ea,*? 

His own role, he said, is to brivig Barak and a ai- 
the big picture in the end.’* 
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“Clinton administration vows not to push Israel ¢ 
“By BARRY SCHWEID= | | 
“AR Diplomatic Writer= Sy : | | ) 

WASHINGTON (AFP) _ Responding toa massive demonstrations in Israel. 
against. surrendering the Golan Heights, the United States vowed on 
Tuesday not to push for a deal with Syria that faiis to meet 
Israel’s security needs. 3 

“*“We can’t push them to make decisions that they believe will be 
against their interests,’’ State Department spokesman James FP. Rubin 
said. ‘*‘We wouldn't want to do that.’ 

With Israel-—Syria negotiations in recess until Jan. 19, the 
administration is asking the two sides for recommendations on how to 
proceed and for revisions in a seven-page U.S. document that could 
become the basis for a land-for-peace accard. ; 

The United States is hosting the negotiations with the 
proposition that Israel should exchange territory for diplomatic 
recognition. 

Prime. Minister Ehud Barak has indicated his willingness to pull 
back and give up virtually all of the land. The negotiations with 
Syria at Shepherdstown, W.Va. , stalled Monday over how far back 
Israel would retreat. . 

. Surrendering | the Golan Heights would mean dislodging some 18, AA 
Israelis who live on the plateau, their dairy Farms, industries and 
wineries and stripping Israel ef a safeguard to surprise attack, 

That prospect brought out some 122@,@@2 demonstrators in Tel 
Aviv's Rabin Square Monday night to urge rene Minister Ehud Barak 
to hold on to the territory. 
| Rubin said the demonstration was no surprise. And he reminded 
reporters that Barak had promised to held a national referendum on 
any deal Nps strikes with Syria. 

‘We recognize that this is an nt kone nahidy difficult issue 
for Israel and that they are gGing to have to make a national 
decision about how to proceed if an agreement is reached,''’ he said. a 

Responding to the sentiments expressed by the demonstrators, Many | 
of whom based their opposition on security rather than religious | 
grounds, Rubin said ‘‘we cannot urge the parties to go faster in 
pursuing this agreement than they are comfortable with. It's their 
decision. They’re the ones that are going ta have to make the 
decision." 

The administration always understocd the Golan Heights issue 
raised *‘a lot of sericus debate’’ both in Israel and Syria, he 
said. ‘‘We'll have to see how that opposition unfolds in the coming. 
days and weeks.’?’ 

Ultimately, he said, “‘it's Israel that has to judge its needs 

and we can't make these decisions for them.’’ 
Departing Israeli Ambassador Zalman Shoval said, meanwhile, he | 
did not expect an agreement to be reached at the next round of 
| 
| 





| 
Sl 
| 


Ler ees cSyr 4s talks. 
“Hopefully, we will reduce the points of disagreement until we 
reach the common denominator on most issues,’* he said in a talk at 
the National Press Pane: | 
5a “*We are on the Golan because of security questions in the 
past,’’ Ghoval said, referring to cross-border attacks before Israel 
won the highground in the 1967 Mideast war. 
| “*It does no good to just return to the status quo,’? he said. 
Syria is demanding Israel relinquish the territory, and pull back | 
to the Sea of Galilee. Syria thereby would recover territory it lost 
oto Tsrael in the 195@s, as well as in the 1967 war. 
AP-LD—@1— 11-@@ 2£148GMT < 
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“~BC-Israel-Syria-Text,0751< 

“Excerpts from Clinton's document in Israeli-Syrian peace talks< 

AWith Israel-Syria< 

“By The Associated Press= 

{| Excerpts from the document President Bill Clinton presented to Israeli 
and Syrian negotiators during last week's talks in Shepherdstown, West 
Virginia. Parts of the document, which summarized positions in the talks, 
were published Thursday in the Haaretz daily, and confirmed by Israeli 
officials. 

{ Article I_ Establishment of Peace and Security within Recognized 
Boundaries 

{| 1. The state of war between Israel and Syria (hereinafter "the Parties") 
is hereby terminated and peace is established between them. The Parties 
will maintain normal, peaceful relations as set out in Article III below. 

{| 2. ... The location of the boundary has been commonly agreed (Syrian 
position: and is based on the June 4, 1967, line) (Israeli position: taking 
into account security and other vital interests of the Parties as well as legal 
considerations of both sides). Israel will (S: withdraw) (I:relocate) all its 
armed forces (S: and civilians) behind this boundary in accordance with 
Annex _ of this Treaty. 

q Article III _ Normal Peaceful Relations 

4] 2. The Parties will establish full diplomatic and consular relations, 
including the exchange of resident ambassadors. 

§| 3. The Parties recognize a mutuality of interest in honorable and good 
neighborly relations based on mutual respect and for this purpose will: 

{| a. promote beneficial bilateral economic and trade relations, including 
by enabling free and unimpeded flow of people, goods and services 
between the two countries. 

| b. remove all discriminatory barriers to normal economic relations, 
terminate economic boycotts directed at the other Party, repeal all 
discriminatory legislation, and cooperate in terminating boycotts against 
either Party by third parties. 

4 c.... the Parties will open and maintain roads and international border 
crossings between the two countries, cooperate in the development of rail 
links, grant normal access to its ports ... and enter into normal civil 
aviation relations. 

{| e. promote cooperation in the field of tourism in order to facilitate and 
encourage mutual tourism and tourism from third countries. 

| Annex _ sets forth the agreed procedures for establishing and 
developing these relations. (I: including the schedule for attainment of 
relevant agreements as well as arrangements concerning the Israelis and 
Israeli communities in areas from which Israeli forces will be relocated 
pursuant to Article I). 
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4] Article IV _ Security 

4] A. Security Arrangements 

{| 2. Within the areas of limitation of forces and capabilities, the 
establishment of a demilitarized zone. (I: encompassing both the area 
from which Israeli forces will be relocated and the existing Area of 
Separation established under the Agreement of Disengagement between 
Israeli and Syrian Forces of 31 May 1974) (S: of equal scope on both sides 
of the border). As described in Annex _ , no military forces, armaments, 
weapons systems, military capabilities, or military infrastructure will be 
introduced into the demilitarized zone by either Party and only a limited 
civil police presence may be deployed in the area. (I: Both sides agree not 
to fly over the demilitarized zone without special arrangements). 

{| 3. Early warning capabilities, including an early warning ground station 
on Mt. Hermon (I: with an effective Israeli presence) (S: operated by the 
United States and France under their total auspices and responsibilities) ... 
4 B. Other Security Measures 

§| 1. Each Party undertakes to refrain from cooperation with any third 
party in a hostile alliance of a military character and will ensure that 
territory under its control is not used by any military forces of a third party 
(including their equipment and armaments) in circumstances that would 
adversely affect the security of the other Party. 

4, 2. Each Party undertakes to refrain from organizing, instigating, 
inciting, assisting or participating in any acts or threats of violence against 
the other Party, its citizens or their property wherever located, and will 
take effective measures to ensure that no such acts occur from, or are 
supported by individuals on, its territory or territory under its control. 

q Article V_ Water 

4| 1. The Parties recognize that full resolution of all water issues between 
them constitutes a fundamental element in ensuring a stable and lasting 
peace. 

| 

| 

| 
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ARETRANSMITS to FIX GARBLING< 

ABarak: Assad will have to attend summit to conclude peace deal< 

4By KARIN LAUB= 

‘Associated Press Writer= 

4] JERUSALEM (AP) _ An Israeli-Syrian peace treaty can only be concluded in a 
meeting of the leaders, hosted by U.S. President Bill Clinton, Israeli Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak said in an interview published Friday. 

{| Syrian President Hafez Assad has refused to meet with Barak, who has been 
negotiating instead with the Syrian foreign minister, Farouk al-Sharaa. 

{| The negotiators can do much of the ground work, but "there are some issues we 
cannot decide on without President Clinton and myself sitting opposite President 
Assad," Barak said in an interview with the Maariv daily. 

{| The next round of talks in Shepherdstown, West Virginia, begins on Wednesday. 

4 In the interview, Barak warned the Syrians that they were taking a dangerous 
gamble by keeping Lebanon, a Syrian client state, out of the negotiations. 

4 Israeli media reports have said the Syrians would not permit Lebanon to 
resume talks with Israel until Israel has promised Syria it will withdraw from all of 
the Golan Heights. Barak, in turn, is under pressure to fulfill a campaign promise 
to withdraw Israeli troops from south Lebanon by July, a move he has said he 
would prefer to make in agreement with Syria and Lebanon. 

{| Barak said that in the current vacuum, lranian-backed Hezbollah guerrillas in 
south Lebanon would try to derail negotiations with attacks on Israeli targets. 

{| Israel's response "could push the whole process off track," Barak said. "In 
light of all this, it can be understood that any delay in including Lebanon in the 
talks is a big mistake." 

4 In the previous round of talks, which ended last week, negotiators were sequestered, 
and Barak provided a rare glimpse of life at the hotel. He said he spent some of his 
spare time reading Syrian newspapers, taking walks and working out in the hotel gym. 
{| Barak, an accomplished pianist, said he had his eye on a grand piano in the lobby, 
but in the end opted for a smaller one in one of the rooms, for reasons of privacy. 

{| Barak said al-Sharaa was polite and correct, and even made a few jokes. Barak said 
the Syrian foreign minister seemed well versed in Israeli politics and knew what political 
parties the different Israeli negotiators belonged to. 

{| “Another time, he (al-Sharaa) said to me: ‘What's the problem? The situation in your 
polls is wonderful," Barak recalled. "| answered: °| don't want to discuss polls with you, 
but factually speaking, that is not exactly the case." 

{| Still, Barak's numbers seemed to have improved somewhat. 

4] While a survey last week indicated that 53 percent of Israelis would oppose giving up 
all of the Golan _ the expected price of peace _ a poll published Friday said 50 percent 
would vote in favor of a treaty or were inclined to do so. 

{| The Gallup poll of 700 Israeli adults, published in the Maariv daily, indicated that 37 
percent would vote "no" or were inclined to do so. The margin of error was 4.5 percent. 
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{| Maariv said the change may have been in part due to a different question being 
posed. Instead of referring to a willingness to give up the Golan, respondents were 
asked whether they would vote yes or no in a referendum, based on what they have 
heard so far about the agreement. 
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“~BC-US-Mideast Peace, 1st Ld-Writethru,0747< 

A“Experts continue talks, but Syria-Israel accord outlook is cloudy< 
“Eds: RECASTS to raise details about both countries sending experts to 
Washington. < 

“By BARRY SCHWEID= 

AAP Diplomatic Writer= 

{| WASHINGTON (AP) _ Israel and Syria each will send a pair of experts 
to Washington to try and whittle away at their differences on how to reach 
a land-for-peace accord. 

4] But with full-scale negotiations suspended indefinitely, the outlook is 
cloudy. 

| All main issues remain in dispute _ borders, peace terms, security, 
water _ and top Clinton administration officials are searching for a formula 
to put the talks back on track. 

4] At the windup of a round of negotiations last Monday in 
Shepherdstown, West Virginia, a nine-day recess was set to give Israel 
and Syria time to consider a U.S.-drafted document designed as a basis 
for an eventual accord. 

4] In asetback to American diplomacy, however, the administration was 
forced Monday to call off the scheduled next round amid sharp 
disagreement between the Middle East neighbors over a projected Israeli 
pullback on the Golan Heights. 

{| Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and senior U.S. mediator Dennis 
Ross telephoned Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak and Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk al-Sharaa to try to find a way to move ahead. 

| The indefinite suspension was announced in Jerusalem, where Barak 
had been preparing to return to Shepherdstown for the scheduled round of 
talks. 

q "If it isn't comfortable for the Syrians to come now, and they need 
some time, they should take the time," Barak said. "We will come when 
there are discussions, and the delay, if in fact it is agreed on, does not 
bother us." 

{ Syria had hesitated over the weekend. It was frustrated that the 
negotiations did not met its territorial demands, a promised pullback by 
Israel from all of the Golan, a strategic border plateau. 

4| Disclosure via an Israeli leak that Syria had offered Israel diplomatic 
relations, as well as arrangements on trade, tourism and transportation, 
may have contributed to Syria's frustration. 

4 In Damascus, an informed Syrian source said Monday that Syria had 
not suggested the delay, but al-Sharaa concluded from telephone 
conversations with Albright that Israel was not serious. 

4 Al-Sharaa told Albright the Syrians would not participate in a third 
round until the Israelis were prepared to demarcate a new border at the 
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line prior to the Six-Day War in 1967, said the source, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

{| Had the United States insisted on proceeding with the negotiations 
Wednesday, a senior U.S. official said at the State Department, they would 
have been held. In fact, he said, Israel and Syria had not proposed 
changes in the U.S.-prepared document. 

{| With the two sides in sharp disagreement on how to proceed, however, 
each insisting its priority demands be dealt with first, the outlook for 
progress was not bright. | 

{| For Syria, that demand is recovery of the Golan Heights, which Israel 
captured in 1967, all the way to the Sea of Galilee, Israel's water source. 
{| Israel and Syria agreed to send two experts from each side to 
Washington to work on issues that are not central to the negotiations. 
After that, the administration will decide how to proceed, said the official, 
speaking on condition of anonymity. 

4 In astatement, Albright blamed neither side for the postponement. 
She said only that their approaches to the U.S.-prepared document 
differed. 

4 Earlier in the day, before the talks were postponed, Clinton sounded an 
optimistic note. 

q "The good news is, I'm convinced that both still want to do it," he said 
during a Martin Luther King Jr. Day appearance. "And they are not as far 
apart as they might be. They're not as far apart as they have been." 

{| Prodding Israel and Syria to the negotiating table after an impasse of 
almost four years was considered a diplomatic accomplishment for the 
administration. It raised hopes that Clinton might be able to preside over 
the closing of the circle of peace in the Middle East with Israel coming to 
terms with both Syria and the Palestinians. 

4 The president is due to meet Thursday at the White House with 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat. A deadline for the outline of an overall 
settlement with Israel is less than a month away. 

{| Barak and Arafat had planned a three-way meeting with Clinton if the 
negotiations with Syria were held. 
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4“Syria restless with course of peace talks< 

A“With US-Mideast Peace 

“AP Photo CAI101< 

“By SUSAN SEVAREID= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

{| DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) _ In the United States, Syria's foreign minister 
handles negotiations with Israel. But the minister is more of a messenger 
for President Hafez Assad, the real decision-maker, who is sitting out the 
talks. 

{| Assad is a master negotiator of the subtle variety, reclusive and 
indirect. What he wants his citizens or the outside world to know is relayed 
through feelers, leaks or the state-run media. And what he has been 
leaking of late indicates he may want to readjust the course of 
negotiations to focus on Syria's key concern _ the return of the Israeli- 
occupied Golan Heights. 

4 Israel announced Monday that the third round of talks, which had been 
set to open Wednesday in the United States, had been indefinitely 
postponed following hints Syria wanted a delay. Syria has indicated it 
expects talks will resume soon, though neither side has said how soon. 

{| By sending signals of wariness, Assad appears to be trying to pressure 
the Americans and Israelis. At the same time, Syrians have been 
Suspicious that Barak may use Cabinet crises, opinion polls and rallies 
against a Golan withdrawal to force Syrian concessions. Neither side wants 
to appear to be giving up too much too easily. 

§| Syria accuses Israel of wanting to focus only on side issues, not what 
Damascus sees as the crux of the problem _ setting a new border. 

4] Israel seized the Golan Heights border plateau from Syria in the 1967 
Middle East war. When Assad agreed last year to resume negotiations 
after a 3 1/2-year freeze, he insisted that for talks to begin, there had to 
be an understanding Syria would get back the Golan. 

4| Syria has made clear that other matters can be negotiated after an 
agreement on the Golan. But before drawing any boundaries, Israel wants 
to know what sort of security guarantees and relations it will get in return. 
4 At the last round of talks, the committee dealing with border issues 
met formally only once. A U.S. working document leaked to an Israeli 
newspaper indicated wide gaps remain on border and security questions. 
But it suggested the two sides were much closer to answers Israel is 
looking for on the nature of future relations. 

4 The document, considered merely a basis for future talks, cites no 
differences in positions on exchanging ambassadors, promoting bilateral 
trade and tourism and opening borders. 

4 Syria's anger over the leaks was clear. The state-controlled Syrian 
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newspaper Al-Thawra accused Israel of leaking the document, perhaps "to 
kill negotiations." 

4 A pro-Syrian Lebanese newspaper responded with what it says were 
Syrian amendments to the document. The amendments emphasized 
Syrian steadfastness, calling for a complete Israeli withdrawal to the 1967 
border and the removal of Israeli settlements. 

4 Editorials in state-run Syrian newspapers since the second round of 
talks adjourned Jan. 10 in Shepherdstown, West Virginia, repeatedly have 
called negotiations thus far a failure. 

4] In the end, though, Middle East analyst Yezid Sayigh said, games 
played by both sides during day-to-day negotiations are largely for 
domestic consumption and mean little in the overall picture. 

§ "We know what's on the table. We all know what the final deal has to 
look like more or less. And the rest is playing games," Sayigh, of the 
International Center for Strategic Studies, said in a telephone interview 
from his London office. 


| 
jan 18, 2000 
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“BC-ANALYSIS-Mideast Talks-Undoing,0765< 

ATalks grind to a halt over border dispute< 

“An AP News Analysis< 

ABy DONNA ABU-NASR= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

4 WASHINGTON (AP) _ It was supposed to have been a nine-day recess 
during which Israel and Syria would quietly review and suggest 
amendments to a U.S.-drafted working document before they resumed 
U.S.-brokered peace talks. 

{| But publication of the document by an Israeli newspaper led to the kind 
of public negotiating and posturing the Americans had tried hard to 
prevent. And high-level negotiations between the two parties that had 
been set to reconvene on Wednesday have been postponed indefinitely. 

{| The main obstacle remained the extent of Israel's withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights, a strategic border plateau that Israel captured in 1967. 

{| Syria's Foreign Minister Farouk al-Sharaa told U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright in a telephone conversation over the weekend that his 
evaluation of the second round of talks, requested by Albright, was that 
the Israelis were not serious about peace. 

4 Al-Sharaa told Albright the Syrians would not participate in a third 
round until the Israelis were prepared to demarcate a new border at the 
pre-1967 war lines, a Syrian source close to the Syrian government said. 
4] The source said if that issue were resolved, there would be little left to 
negotiate: "When they are serious, in one round we will finish the entire 
operation of peace.” 

{| Damascus' insistence on demarcation of borders is not new. But 
leaking of the document has made it almost impossible for the Syrians to 
return to negotiating without first getting Israel to clarify its position 
regarding withdrawal from the Golan. Otherwise it would look as if Syria 
were addressing Israel's worries without tackling its main concern: land. 
q| Indeed, the document indicated Syria already has been flexible on the 
issue of normal peaceful relations, such as the establishment of open 
frontiers, promotion of bilateral trade and tourism, and an exchange of 
ambassadors _ even before wresting a commitment from the Jewish state 
on borders. 

4 In the document, Israel said it wanted to hold off on a border 
discussion until it knew more about security arrangements and the type of 
peace Syria would offer. 

4 A-senior U.S. official said that if the United States had insisted on going 
ahead with talks Wednesday, they would have been held. But with the two 
sides sharply disagreeing on how to proceed, each wanting its priority 
demands dealt with first, the outlook for progress was not bright. 

{| Instead, Israel and Syria each agreed to send two experts to 
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Washington to nibble away at issues that are not central to land-for-peace 
negotiations. After that, the administration will decide how to proceed, 
Said the official, speaking on condition of anonymity. 

4 Albright blamed neither side for the postponement but said in a 
statement their approaches differed to the U.S.-prepared document, which 
the Americans had hoped would form a basis for an accord. 

§| As'ad AbuKhalil, an associate professor at California State University at 
Stanislaus, said the Syrians were unhappy because they "felt that the 
leaking of the document took place at the expense of the negotiating 
posture of the Syrian government." 

{| But AbuKhalil said if the talks freeze at this point, the Syrians can turn 
the deadlock into a victory by saying they had adhered to their steadfast 
position. That would be bolstered by the fact that the Syrians avoided any 
appearance of being chummy with the Israelis: they don't shake hands, 
they don't engage in pleasantries, and they don't rush to embrace like 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat. 

4] William Quandt, a professor at the University of Virginia who 
participated in the Egyptian-Israeli peace talks in 1978, said those 
negotiations were on the verge of collapse half a dozen times before they 
succeeded. 

4 “In the midst of one of these crises, you never know whether it's the 
kind of last ... posturing before the final deal is struck or whether it's 
actually going to create prolonged delay," said Quandt, a member of 
President Jimmy Carter's National Security Council staff. 

4 But he added that he was optimistic that the Syrian-Israeli negotiations 
are still on track. 

§| Quandt said it would be up to President Bill Clinton to help create 
conditions in which both sides see it is in their interest to come back to the 
table. 


MRS. 
§ EDITOR'S NOTE _ Donna Abu-Nasr has reported from the Middle East 
and Washington for The Associated Press since 1987. 


{ 
jan 18, 2000 
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“~BC-Syria-Israel 

A4Syria's condition for more talks: Israeli commitment to return Golan< 

{| DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) _ Before peace talks can resume, Syria wants 
Israel to show willingness to draw borders where they stood before it 
seized the Golan Heights in 1967, Syrian state-run media said Tuesday. 
4] The third round of peace talks was indefinitely postponed Monday, two 
days before negotiations were to resume in the United States. How long 
the delay would last was uncertain. 

4 “It's logical and legitimate for the Syrian position toward the 
resumption of the third round to be conditional on the fulfillment of the 
demarcation of borders," Al-Thawra newspaper said in a front-page 
editorial signed by editor Amid Kholi. 

{| In Syria, all newspapers are state-controlled and reflect official 
government thinking. 

4 "The Israeli side must commit itself to fulfill demarcation of the borders 
SO we Can say we have made a step toward peace," Al-Thawra said. 

{| Syria, the newspaper stressed, has the right to take a "deliberate 
pause" to assess the outcome of the first and second rounds. Those 
rounds, it said, were "killed by Israel's maneuvers, cheating and detours." 
{| Syria accuses Israel of dodging the crux of the problem, the Golan 
Heights. Israel seized the border plateau from Syria in the 1967 Middle 
East war. Syria's top priority is to secure its full return; Israel wants to 
know what sort of security guarantees and relations it will get before 
drawing any sort of borders. 

4] Tishrin newspaper, in its editorial, said Israel hasn't decided to make 
peace and instead took part in negotiations merely to “enhance its image 
and break its isolation." 

4] Tishrin nonetheless lauded the American role in the talks, saying the 
United States has exerted "favorable efforts" that have been met with 
Israeli intransigence. 

| (sjs,db) 
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“Precede WASHINGTON ¢ 
“Clintan's meeting with Syrian president umbikely to produce 
negotiations timetable ¢ ’ 
“Eds: '7 UPDATES with comments from officials with Blanton. in Indias 
“By TERENCE HUNT= a 
“DE White House Correspondent= 
JAIPUR, India (AP) _ U.S. President Bill Clinton's meeting with - 
Syrian President Hafez Assad is unlikely to produce a timetable for 
resuming peace talks with Israel but should provide a sense of 
whether a new round of negotiations could produce a ai wales 3 gia a 
senior official said Thursday. ‘ 
Clinton, ending a six-day trip to South Asia, will fly to Geneva 
to meet with Assad on Sunday in hopes of restarting Israeli-Syrian 
talks that broke off in stalemate in early January. 
‘" The best case result ... is that we have a ‘sense after the 
meeting that there is ensugh common ground, they're cGlose enough, 
that if we actually resume negotiations that you could envision them 
ending in success,*" said U.S. national security adviser Sandy 
Berger, accompanying Clinton at a resert here. | | 
White House officials say they believe that Assad wants & peace . 
agreement with Israel but that there is no guarantee the two sides 
can strike a deal. Clinton hopes to bolster Syria's and» israeli’ S 
confidence that both sides’ needs can be met. 
Yet, the administration has been playing down expectations of 
Sunday’s meeting, saying there will be no immediate results. The 
expectation is that Assad will return to Syria and Clinton will 
brief Israeli Frime Minister Ehud Barak, officials said. 
On Tuesday, the president alsa is to see Egyptian President Hosni 


fer 4 ; 


Mubarak at the White House. F- 
Referring to the Assad meeting, a gee ndwiniet rue ion official — 
said, ‘‘We won't know the outcome, impact of the meeting For a few 


weeks.’’ The official, insisting on anonymity, left cpen the 
possibility that “‘they’re just too far apart and there’s no point 
in re-engaging.*" 
A key issue is the extent of Israel's withdrawal fram the Golan 
Heights, Captured in the 1967 Mideast War, and the line to which 
Israel pulls back. Ansther problem is how Israel will make up for .. 
the security advantage it had on the Golan. 4 
A third factor involves what specific pledges Syria would make in 
promising peace with Israel. Barak is committed to submitting any REF 
peace deal to a vote in Israel and will have to overcome doubts 4 
about Assad’s commitment. “Israelis want a lot of up-front » 
manifestations of normalcy,’ the senior official said. Another 
Factor is the timing and sequence of Israel’s withdrawal. . 
Another track of Mideast negotiations is under way in Washington. 
Israeli and Palestinian negotiators held a third day of talks at 
Bolling Air Force Base on Thursday. Neither they nor their U.S. 
hests said anything about the discussions. 
Gn the table are Falestinian demands for a state and for part of — 
Jerusalem as its capital. | 
APH-LD~-@3-23~-Oae2 P244GMT 
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“BC-Clinton-Syria, 4th Ld-Writethru,0679< 

“White House: Expect no immediate results from rare Clinton-Assad summit< 
“Eds: COMBINES urgent series, EDITS to conform< 

“By TERENCE HUNT= 

“AP White House Correspondent= 

{| GENEVA (AP) _ President Bill Clinton and Syrian President Hafez Assad met 
Sunday for their first full-scale talks since 1994 in hopes of resuming stalled 
Syrian-Israeli peace negotiations. 

{| Expectations were high, in part simply because the 69-year-old Assad, who 
rarely travels, flew here to see Clinton. The White House tried to dampen 
anticipation of immediate results. 

{| The two leaders greeted each other at a luxury hotel overlooking Lake Geneva. 
They chatted for a few minutes in a hallway and then joined their delegations in a 
meeting room. Clinton and Assad shook hands as they posed for pictures in front 
of a table with a bright array of flowers. 

{| Clinton was joined by Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, national security 
adviser Sandy Berger, chief of staff John Podesta, special Middle East coordinator 
Dennis Ross and Rob Malley of the National Security Council staff. 

4] Assad was accompanied by Abdul Raouf al-Qasem, head of the National 
Security Office, Foreign Minister Farouk al-Sharaa and Riad Daoudi, Assad's legal 
adviser. 

{| Before the meeting began, Berger said the United States hopes that over the 
next few weeks the two sides “will reach the conclusion that they can enter into a 
serious round of negotiation. But that's by no means certain." 

{| Berger said the differences between Israel and Syria may not be reconcilable. 
Peace negotiations between the two nations broke off in January. 

§| Butin Syria, the state-run Syria Times said, "It seems that there is ample light 
for hope." It said the summit provided an opportunity to reveal how much U.S. 
efforts "have nudged the conditions for productive talks into place." 

4 Another government newspaper in Syria, Tishrin, said the Geneva meeting was 
"the last chance to push forward the peace process." 

{| Before Sunday's meeting, Clinton and his daughter Chelsea took a late-morning 
stroll from their hotel to a park by Lake Geneva. Arm in arm, they looked across 
the lake and greeted people out with their dogs or admiring the park's gardens. 

q After their walk, Clinton returned to his hotel to prepare for his meeting with 
Assad. 

{ Berger previewed the Clinton-Assad meeting as the president flew to Geneva 
on Saturday after a stopover in Muscat, Oman, at the end of a six-day trip to 
India, Pakistan and Bangladesh. 

q In Muscat, Clinton told the Sultan Qaboos that "the gaps are not huge but the 
path is very difficult" as Syria and Israel seek a land-for-peace agreement, Berger 
said. The two sides are seeking a deal in which Israel would surrender control of 
the strategic Golan Heights, captured from Syria in the 1967 Mideast War, in 
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return for security guarantees from Damascus. 

4 Berger said Clinton would consult with Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak after 
the meeting while Assad returns to Damascus to weigh what he learned from 
Clinton. 

§| Berger said Clinton would describe why he believes negotiations with Israel can 
resume in a serious fashion with both sides committed to reaching an agreement. 
For both sides to reach that conclusion, he said, "there needs to be a higher level 
of confidence _ certainly not certainty but confidence _ that their respective needs 
can be met in an ultimate agreement." 

{| Elaborating on his comment that differences may be irreconcilable, Berger said, 
"I mean that in the end of the day there has to be a win-win. They both have to 
compromise but they both have to believe that they are stronger and better 
positioned as a result of reaching a peace agreement. 

4 “Whether or not that is achievable or doable, I think, is still unclear," he said. 

4| Berger denied rumors that Clinton might extend this trip to go to Israel. He 
said Clinton intends to return to Washington Sunday night, but left open the 
possibility of staying in Geneva to continue talks with Assad on Monday. 

March 26, 2000 
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“BC-Israel-Syria, ist Ld-Writethru 
“Barak tells party Israel will have to hand territory to Syria <¢ 
“Eds: UPDATES throughout with comments from lead Israeli negotiator 
with Syria; INCORPORATES Lebanon-Mideast Peace 
“AP Phota ¢ 
“By MARK LAVIE= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

JERUSALEM (AP) —§ Prime Minister Ehud Barak said Monday that 
Israel will have to pull out of Golan Heights territory, dropping 
euphemisms and spelling cut for the first time what he means by a 
““painful compromise’’ with Syria. 

Asked if that meant a near-total withdrawal, a senior aide to 
Barak said there is no one in Israel who ‘‘does not understand the 
Significance of an agreement,’’ an apparent allusion to Syria's 
bottom line: the return of all the heights. 

As Barak tock further steps toward preparing public opinion for a 
land-for-peace deal with Syria, the parliamentary opposition rallied 
support for a referendum bill that would all but scuttle Barak's 
chances to get such a treaty approved. 

In a veiled warning to Syria, meanwhile, Barak said that as peace 
talks progress, he expected restraint from Shiite Muslim Hezbollah 
guerrillas whe clash almost daily with Israeli forces in south 
Lebanon. Israel has accused Syria of tolerating and sometimes 
encouraging Hezbollah attacks on Israeli targets. 

Syria is the main power broker in Lebanon, where it has 3@, aaa 
troops. It wields enormous influence over the government and the 
guerrillas. 

In his first public comments since last week’s historic talks in 
Washington, Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk al-Sharaa refused ta say 
directly whether Syria pressured Lebanese guerrillas to halt or tone 
down attacks against Israeli forces. 

‘“*The issue of the Lebanese resistance is a matter for Lebanon to 
discuss,’’ al-Sharaa said in Beirut, where he was briefing Lebanese 
leaders on the talks. But he went on to say that Syria “‘understands 
the role of the resistance in Lebanon and the important role Lebanon 
has played in defending its rights against the Israeli occupation.’!' 

Al-Sharaa said he found Barak to be serious in his peace 
endeavors, but cautioned that the next round of negotiations, to 
begin in January, will serve as a test of Israel’s good intentions. 

““T found Prime Minister Barak was serious in the peace talks,’!’ 
al-Sharaa said. *‘‘The mood was proeductive and businesslike.’’ 

Al-Sharaa said Syria and Lebanon would only sign peace treaties 
with Israel together. 

Speaking with legislators from his One Israel alignment, Barak 
said he expected that Arab nations in North Africa and the Gulf 
would warm attitudes toward Israel. 

Barak said he and Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk al-Sharaa needed 
to work out a timetable in upcoming talks, including ‘‘when do we 
implement the evacuation of parts of the territory.’’ 

Barak has hinted strongly that Israel is willing to give back 
most, if not all of the Golan Heights, a strategic plateau Israel 
captured from Syria in the 1967 Mideast war, but this marked the 
first time he spoke publicly about a withdrawal. 

Asked by Channel 2 TV if that meant a near-total withdrawal, Uri 
Saguy, a former chief of military intelligence and a leading Israeli 
negotiator with the Syrians said: “‘There is no reasonable person in 
the State of Israel who does not understand the significance of an 
agreement with Syria.’’ 
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4ABC-Clinton-Syria, 3rd Ld-Writethru,0937< 

“Clinton returns empty-handed on Middle East peace deal< 

“Eds: UPDATES with comment by Syrian and Israeli officials. < 

A~By TOM RAUM= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

§| WASHINGTON (AP) _ The Clinton administration says it still hopes to revive 
stalled peace talks between Syria and Israel, including reaching out to Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak for help. But the failure of President Bill Clinton and 
Syrian President Hafez Assad to make progress is casting fresh doubts on the 
prospects. 

4 "Significant differences remain and were not narrowed," White House 
spokesman Joe Lockhart said Sunday, expressing the administration's 
disappointment after three hours of talks between the two presidents in Geneva. 
4 Clinton's Middle East adviser, Dennis Ross, was heading to Israel Monday to 
brief Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak on the session. The president called Barak 
before and after the meetings. 

{| In Damascus, Syria's foreign minister said in comments published Monday that 
Clinton had nothing new to offer in talks with Assad on Sunday in Geneva. 

§ “We were surprised that the U.S. president was not carrying anything new from 
the Israeli side, but was asking from Syria what might help Israeli Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak in his difficult position, which we think is of his own making," the 
minister, Farouk al-Sharaa, said in Lebanon's As-Safir newspaper. 

4 Israeli Cabinet Minister Haim Ramon said Monday that it was impossible to 
make peace with Syria since it had not budged from its tough stance. 

4 "The summit was a burning failure," Ramon told Israel radio. "I am very, very 
pessimistic about reaching peace with Syria." 

{| With no change in the Syrian position, Barak should shift his gaze from 
Damascus toward other horizons in the peace process, Ramon said. These include 
an upcoming withdrawal from southern Lebanon and talks with the Palestinians on 
a final peace accord. 

{ Clinton had stopped in Geneva on his way home from a 10-day tour of South 
Asia hoping that personal diplomacy could produce something that two months of 
private negotiations had not: a breakthrough to permit the talks, stalled since 
January, to resume. 

4 When the inconclusive meeting ended, Clinton headed quickly for the airport _ 
leaving Lockhart behind to face reporters. Had there been an agreement to 
announce, the president was expected to make it himself. 

4 "We don't believe it would be productive" for Syrian-Israeli talks to resume at 
this point, Lockhart said. "It is impossible to predict when those talks might 
resume." 

4 "I think the president understands that the differences that remain are 
significant," he added. 

{| Syrian spokesman Jubran Kourieh said that during the talks, Assad stressed the 
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importance of Syria's longstanding demand for an Israeli pullback to the country's 
1967 borders. 

{| The leaders discussed pending issues and the peace process and the "obstacles 
that Israel has put up and is still putting up," Kourieh said. 

| "Since yesterday, nothing earth-shattering happened in the peace process," he 
said. "At the same time, no one put down any goals that were not realized." He did 
not elaborate. 

{| In Jerusalem, Israeli Deputy Defense Minister Ephraim Sneh said in a telephone 
interview that the main sticking point in Geneva was Syria's demand for a prior 
commitment to cede the strategic Golan Heights plateau. 

{| “The fact that Syria insists upon dictating an agreement and not obtaining an 
agreed-upon agreement is what made the resumption of the talks impossible," 
Sneh said. "They are quite intransigent about what they are supposed to give in 
terms of security arrangements, and they have different ideas about 
normalization." 

{| Hoping to seal his eight-year presidency with a Middle East peace deal covering 
the entire region, Clinton has been pressing hard to arrange a land-for-peace deal 
between Israel and Syria. 

{| Under the broad outlines, Israel would give up a strategic border enclave, the 
Golan Heights, in exchange for a peace treaty and a normalizing of relations. 

{| Expectations for the Geneva session had been high, partly because the 69- 
year-old Assad rarely travels and flew to Geneva especially to see Clinton. 

| Now, Clinton sees Egypt's Mubarak as perhaps the last best chance for getting 
the Israel-Syria peace talks back on track, administration officials say. 

§| Mubarak, who has been in Washington since Friday, will meet with Clinton on 
Tuesday and also plans to confer with Vice President Al Gore and Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright. 

{| "There are leaders within the region that play an important role. President 
Mubarak is clearly one of those," White House spokesman Lockhart said. "So, I 
suspect that an important part of the discussion on Tuesday with President 
Mubarak would be a discussion of how we move this process forward." 

4 After U.S.-brokered talks between Israel and Syria in Shepherdstown, West 
Virginia, broke down in mid-January, the administration turned to secret 
diplomacy. 

{| Syria wants Israel to withdraw to its boundaries before the 1967 Six-Day War. 
That would include patches of land that were within Israel's international border, 
but which Syria captured in 1951 _ and would also allow Syria access to the Sea of 
Galilee, a source of Israel's precious water supplies. 

{| Israel's Barak has signaled his willingness to surrender most of the Golan 
Heights. 

{| Sunday's session was the first full-scale talks between Clinton and Assad since 
1994. The two leaders met at a luxury hotel overlooking Lake Geneva. 
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“BC-US—-Mideast, ond Ld-Writethru < 
“Clinton launches new drive for peace between Israel, Syria 
“Eds: SUBS & grafs for 2nd graf, which begins The mood etc., 
Albright-Barak meeting; SUBS 7th graf, shortening what is second 
reference to Albright < 
“RAP Photo AWX Sas < 
“By BARRY SCHWEID= 
“AP Diplomatic Writer= | 7 

WASHINGTON (AFD — President Bill Clinton, launching a renewed 
drive for peace between Israel and Syria, is ‘‘ready toe help in any | 
way we can,’’ his spokesman says. | | 

The mood was expectant and. ‘sober before Wecinesday’s White House 
opening of direct top-level talks. Im a warm-up session, Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright met for an hour tant might with Israeli 
Prime Minister Ehud Barak at his hotel. 

““They cevered all the issues to ensure these talks will 
succeed,’ Mark Regev, spokesman for the Israeli embassy, said. : 

‘*Generally speaking, we (Israel and Syria) both know the tong 
internaticnal conflict since World War II has to end,’’ Israeli 
Justice Minister Yossi Beilin said Wednesday on CBS’ “The Early 
Show. ?? ie 


<R 


Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk al-Sharaa said upon his arrival 
here that Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak’s remarks this week to 
the Israeli parliament *~‘made us optimistic about the results’’ that 
might be achieved. ! 

Preparing Israel for a ‘‘painful’’ outcome, Barak had suggested — 
that some if not all of the 17, @@@ Jews who live on the strategic 2, 
Gelan Heights, farming and operating wineries, would be uprooted. | 

“*Our country’s attitude toward peace is genuine,’’ al-Sharaa 
Said late Tuesday at Washington Dulles International Airport, with 


Albright standing at his side. ‘‘We are sericus about reaching 
results and we hope the Israeli side will reciprocate.’’ | 
Albright also welcomed Barak, whose arrival here followed ay 


al~-Sharaa’s by less than an hour. 

Clinton's spokesman, Joe Lockhart, said he did not expect Barak 
and al-Sharaa to begin with a handshake. No picture-taking was 
planned for their session with Clinton in the Oval Office. ; 

Lockhart and other administration. officials also declined to : 
forecast the ocutcome, except that an agreement is ab cota to emerge 
over the two days cf Washington talks. 

““I den’t know that we can completely predict how that will pia. 
out over the next days, weeks and months,’’ Lockhart said. 

Issues confronting Barak and al-Sharaa “are quite difficult and 
long-standing,’ ’ Leckhart said. 

Further down the road, though, a senior US. so fticial suanest an 
there is reason to hepe for a land-for-peace deal. 

‘They have a level of confidence about what can happen onte they 

come back to the table,’'’ said the official, whe talked to reporters 
at the White House under rules that shielded his identity. 

The talks begin where they left off 3{ years ago, he said, 
apparentiy endorsing the Syrian view that Israel had already 
committed itself to give up the strategic Golan Heights before the 
talks broke up over security problems. 

Indeed, Barak has begun preparing Israel for a ‘‘painful’? 
cutcome, with his suggestion to parliament that some or all the Jews 
living on the plateau would have to leave. | 

After Clinton’s three-way meeting with Barak and al-Sharaa and 
separate meetings with them, the Israeli and Syrian delegations were 
going across Pennsylvania Avenue to Blair House, a presidential 
guesthouse, for face-to-face negotiations. . I 

Albright and senior U.S. mediator Dennis Ross were planning to be 
on hand, but not in the room with the delegations, at least not at <S., 
the start. . ‘ . 
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‘Syrie Tells U.S.: Normal Ties Hefore Econamic Relatians< 
“AP Photo Available< 
‘Hy SAM F. GHATTAS= 
SAssaciated Press Writer= 

HEARUT, Lebanon (AP) — Syria’s foreign minister urged 
Washington Thursday te further improve hilateral relations which 
have heen avershadawed by U.S. accusations that Damascus 
sponseared terrorism. 

The minister, Farouk al-Sharea, said ‘‘appropriate 
relatlians’’ would boost U.S. credibility as an honest broker in 
the Middle Mast and balster the chances of an Arab-lsraeli 
selllement. 

*‘*‘Comprehensive peace without Syria is impossible,’’ Sheraa 
Lold reporters aiter meeting Lebanese President Elias Hrawi. 

He traveled to Lebanon to brief officials here on U.S. 
Seauretary of Slate Warren Christopher’s latest Middle East 
shuttle during which Syria and lsreael agreed to resume peace 
talks in Maryland, the United States, an Feb. 26. 

*“*For the United States to achieve’’ a peace settlement, 
Sherae said, ‘‘it must have good relations with the parties.’’ 

Christopher leit behind in Damascus Toni Verstandig, a deputy 
assisltent secretary of state, to explore Syria’s economic 
praierities, its hopes and aspirations and alse to gather 
information ahout its economy. 

This was seen as a first step toward providing Damascus with 
an economic relationship to replace financial support from 
Moscow which dried up with the 1991 collapse of the Soviet 
Unian. 

The economic incentive could be used as a leverage in the 
neqoliations and Israeli leaders have welcomed that. Egypt, 
Jordan and the Palestinians have been rewarded for peace deals 
with U.S. financial support. 

*“‘Serious discussions about economic relationships between 
the United States and Syria must be preceded by normal and 
creqular (political) relations,’’ Sharaa said, alluding to 
Syrie’s longstanding demand that it he removed from a State 
Department’s list of countries that sponsor terrorism. 

Syrie has repeatedly denied involvement in such clandestine 
operations. 

Sharaa alse decried what he said were attempts ta separate 
Lhe Syrian and Lebanese tracks of the peace process. 

*‘**Any attempts to deflect the peace process off its course 
will not be successiul,’’ he said. ‘‘Comprehensive peace is a 
Lebanese and Syrian goal which we will not abandon.’’ 

lsreeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres, during a visit Tuesday 
le an enclave his troaps eccupy in sauth Lebanon, said lsrael 
would withdrew if Beirut pledges to stop the area being used as 
a base for cross-border attacks. 

ln the past, Israeli leaders had suggested such a pullout 
would have to wait until the Jewish state reached a peace treaty 
with Syria, which has 40,000 troops in Lebanon and wields 
considerable influence with lranian-backed militants 
spearheading a querrilla war against the lsraeelis. 

Peres’ remarks were interpreted as an effort to work out a 
separate deal with Lebanon. 
‘SPG-MZ< 
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“MiuUrisrael-Ub-—syria, end Ld-Writethru ¢ 
“Nabin: No Faraty in Vemilitarize zone, kven if taiks 

Collapse ¢ 

“kas: HULUS comments by U.S. Hmbassador indyk. ¢ 

“Hy ALLYN FI SHER= 

“Hesociated HMress Writer= 

JERUSALEM (HH)  Frime Minister Yitzhak Kabin said luesday 
me will resist tyrian demands for symmetrical demilitarization 
on both sides of a future border even it if means the 
israel-svria talks will break down. 

““We are ready to make concessions for peace,’’ Rabin told 
reporters after addressing Farliament’s Defense and Foreign 
HTrTairs Committee. 

“Hut there are limits that we cannot go beyond. Therefore 
we want peace, not under every condition. not at any price.’’ 

Kaban toid the committee in & closed-door session that he 
“Was not happy with the negotiations with the Syrians through 
the Hmerican channel,’* according to committee spokesman Yair 
Hmikam. , 
Rabin told the legisiators that his meetings with Clinton 
administration officiais in Washington earlier this month on the 
leraei-bvria taiks  ‘weren’t easy.,’*’ Hmikam said. 

israeli media reports said lfuesday that the Americans were 
becoming more actively invoived in the negotiations and handed a 
U.t. WOFrKIngG paper on security arrangements to Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk bharaa during his current visit to Washington. 

Hecording to the daily Haaretz. the document is based on the 
prancipie of equality in the security arrangements, while taking 
anta account the ceeopraphic data of the two countries. 

israel’s chief negotiator with Syria. itamar Rabinovich, on 
juesday piayed down such reports, saying the Hmericans had not 
made a Tormal proposal to the Syrians. 

Martin indvk, the U.S. Ambassador to israei, aiso denied a 
U.tb. praposal existed. He said the sides ‘have been trying toa 
estabiish a framework af principies ta guide the security 
taiks...From time to time we aiso have some suggestions to make 
but its not as if were coming in with some kind of proposal.’’ 

ihe security arrangements, including the establishment of 
demiiitarized zones, would no inte effect after an israeli 
withdrawal on the tolan Heights, a strategic plateau captured 
Trom Syria in the 1967 Middie tast war. 

Syria has insisted that demilitarized zones be equal in size 
on either side of the border. israel. saying it has a smaller 
country, wants to demilitarize smail border areas. 

Rabin toeid the parliamentary committee that he objected ta 

‘geographic parity’? and would stick to his position “‘even if 
there 15 €@ Blow-up (in the taiks) over this matter,’’ according 
to Hmikam. 

Rabin added that he accepted Syria’s demands for reciprocity 
in terms of troop denicyment at the border and in establishing 
eariy warning systems, Hmikam said. 

Kabin told the committee he was dissatisfied with the slow 
pace of the israeli-svria taiks which began in 1991. He said he 
would preter more direct negotiations with Syria, citing as 
examples the talks with tovet, Jordan and the HLU. While U.S. 
oTTiciais mediated. the breakthroughs were made by direct 
contacts. 

Speaking atter the meeting, Kabin denied reports that 
israeli officials met secretiyv last month in London with Syrian 
HMresident Hatez Hssad’s son, Hishar. He said that while israel 
has repeatediy called for secret hinh-level meetings, the 
Syrians nave refused. 

Rabin said he expected U.tb&. Secretary of State Warren 
Lhrastepher toa visit the Maddie tast by early June. 

in a speech at tel Aviv University outlining the Clinton 
HdmManistration’s Mideast policy, Iindyk said the United States 
was Committed to maintaining israel’s military edge to enable it 
to defend itseif even after withdrawing from strategic 
territory. 

He said an israelii-Syrian peage treaty would “for ail 
antents and purposes put an end ta the ab-Israeli 
conrirct...it would secure israel’s border with Lebanon (and) 
take the wind out oft the saiis af islamic extremists.’’ 
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“Netanyahu Reportedly Met Secretly With Syrian Envoy in 
Jerusaiem< 

“Eds: ADDS 3 grafs on radio report of MIAs buried in Syria, Peres 
comments. TRIMS< 

“By DAFNA LINZER= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

JERUSALEM (AP) _ Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu met 
secretly with a Syrian envoy in Jerusalem to discuss a possible 
Israeli troop pullout from Lebanon as a first step towards peace 
with Syria, an Israeli newspaper reported Thursday. 

The meeting, held at the request of Syria, took place shortly 
before the prime minister visited the United States last July 8, 
the daily Haaretz reported. According to the report, only 
Netanyahu and two of his advisers knew the meeting took place. 

Speaking to The Associated Press, Netanyahu’s media adviser 
David Bar Illan, denied the report. ‘‘We deny it. It didn’t 
happen. ’’ 

A source who spoke on condition of anonymity said the two 
sides were feeling out each other’s positions and there had been 
movement in exploratory contacts. 

Syria had no immediate comment on the report. 

In remarks published in Syrian newspapers Thursday, Assad 
vowed to continue working towards a ‘‘just and comprehensive 
peace that puts an end to aggression. ’’ 

Lebanon’s President Elias Hrawi said in Beirut Thursday that 
his country opposes a Lebanon-first option and favors a 
comprehensive peace agreement instead. 

‘*We won’t let Israel impose on us a unilateral (deal) or to 
impose on us its terms for peace,’’ Hrawi said. ‘ ‘Lebanon 
supports a just and comprehensive peace. It will be the last 
(country) to sign a peace treaty with Israel,’’ 

In a related development, Palestinian security officials 
indicated Thursday that Israel would soon learn the location of 
three Israeli servicemen missing since 1986 in Lebanon. 

Security sources told The Associated Press the Palestinian 
Authority was close to receiving the information through unnamed 
contacts and would share it with Israel. An Israel radio report 
said Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat brought up the issue of 
Israeli MIAs during a meeting with Assad last week. 

The bodies of American-born Zacharia Baumel, Yehuda Katz and 
Yossi Feldman were taken by ambulance to Damascus and buried in 
Syria soon after they died in Lebanon, an Israel radio report 
Said. The report, which cited Palestinian sources, said the 
bodies were buried in a Palestinian cemetery under assumed names 
and that Syrian officials never knew the bodies were in Syrian 
soil. 

Former Prime Minister Shimon Peres confirmed that he had 
heard similar reports while in power. 

‘*‘We are talking about a place...inside Syrian territory and 
so in the end a lot depends on the Syrians,’’ Peres told Israel 
radio. 

*‘*There is a distance between an estimation and concrete 
reports and you need to be very careful not to mix the two,’’ he 
added. 
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“State Department Praises Syrian Readiness To Speed Up Peace 
Talks ¢ 

“EDS: CORRECTS first name of Israeli ambassador to Itamar in 
etery that moved in prevous cycle. 

“By CARL HARTMAN= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Clinton administration says Syria is 
signaling a new willingness to talk peace under the changed 
circumstances that the assassination of Israel's Yitzhak Rabin 
has brought to the Middle East. 

U.S. State Department spokesman Nicholas Burns said Friday 
that Secretary of State Warren Christopher is sending his 
special envoy te the Middle East, Dennis Ross, to Israel on. 
Saturday to talk about the issue with acting Prige Minister 
Shimon Peres" government. Ross will net go to Syria. 

““Part of Syria's response in the aftermath of the tragic 
assassination of Prime Minister Rabin ... has been to accentuate 
the need for progress on the Israeli-Syrian track,’’ Burns teld 
reporters. “‘It*s good to hear that."’ 

Syrian President Hafez Assad has is demanding that Israel 
withdraw its forces from the Golan Heights, Syrian hills on the 
two countries’ frontier eccupied by Ierael since 1967. 

Syrian-Israeli talks in Washington have been in limbo since 
June. Rabin had offered withdrawal from most of the heights but 
was holding out for a ground-based warning system to guard 
against attack. Syria has been willing to accept only aerial 
reconnaissance. 

In Israel, Ress will “*talk about all the issues on the 
U.S.-Israeli agenda, including, of course, the peace precess,'’ 
Burns said. 

Ross met this week with Nabil Fahmy, an Egyptian diplomat 
who briefed him on a recent visit to Damascus by Foreign 
Minister Amr Moussa of Egypt. A State Department official, 
speaking on condition of anonymity, said Fahmy’s message was 
that the Syrians are committed to the peace process and are 
ready to do their part provided the Israelis do theirs. 

Burns said the administration expects little in the way of 
progress toward restoring negotiations from Ross’ trip because 
Peres needs time to get a new government in place. Peres has 
been acting prime minister since Rabin'’s assassination Nov. 4 at 
the end of one of Israel’s largest peace rallies. 

*“*“All of us have to be a little bit charitable and a little 
bit reasonable in giving the Israeli government scme time here, 
after the assassination of the prime minister,’’ Burns saic. 

He refused comment on a report that Secretary of State 
Christopher tried but failed to persuade Syria's Assad to write 
a letter of condolences after the assassination. 

In Jerusalem, the newspaper Yediot reported that Assad is 
ready to resume talks in Washington between the Israeli and 
Syrian ambassadors, with military officials as consultants. The 
newspaper quoted an unidentified Arab diplomat and officials 
close to the negotiations. 

Itamar Rabinovich, Israel's Washington ambassador, warned 
last week that talks with Syria must move ahead quickly or face 
Failure next year. He said Syria failed to carry out an agreed 
negotiating plan, but that Israel MRED git to move ahead 
regardless. 
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“Peres Challenges Syria To Step Up Peace Efforts (AMs)< 

‘Eds: RECASTS, ADDS Pane Eee: context, INCORPORATES material . 

from EU-Israel. 

“By DAN PERRY= 

“Associated Press Writer= } 

BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) _ Israeli Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres, determined to step up the drive for a comprehensive 
Middle East settlement after the assassination of Yitzhak Rabin, 
seid Manday he was ready to meet with any Syrian official toa 
‘*‘pericously and deeply’’ telk peace. | 

Peres, in Brussels to sign an association accord with the 
European Union, was upbeat about chances ta restart the stalled 
talks. 

He said his meeting in Jerusalem Sunday with U.S. envoy 
Dennis Ross indicated *‘a window of opportunity ... We learned 
there is very great openness and room for creative ideas.’’ 

Israeli news reports said Ross tried tc errange an 
unprecedented meeting between Peres and Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Sheraea when the two attend an EU-sponsored economics 
conference in Spain next week. 

Peres told reporters he was ready to meet with any Syrian 
representative in Barcelona, adding, 

‘*‘I hope it will not be a missed occasion. We are ready to 
gc, sericusly and deeply, with the Syrians. I hope the Syrians 
understand that peace is give and take. ’’ 

The four-year Israeli-Syrian peace talks have been 
deadlocked since the spring. 

Israel rejects Syrian demands it pledge publicly to return 
to Syria all of the Golan Heights, a strategic plateau it 
captured in 1967 and annexed in 1981. Syria balks at Israel’s 
demand to set up an early warning station in the Golan after a 
treop withdrawal. 

Peres, who became prime minister after Rabin was slain by a 
Jewish extremist Nov. 4, has hinted he wants to broaden the 
talks beyond the security issues that were the focus under 
Rabin. 

That approech won him rare praise in Syria’s state-run 
media. Sheree was quoted by leftist Beirut newspaper As-Safir 
Monday as saying the chances of Middle East peace have improved 
with Peres as Isreel’s new leader. 

But there are concerns Peres, who lacks Rabin’s strong 
security credentials and faces reelection next October, would 
have e tough time delivering on @ painful land-for-peace deal. 





The notion of giving up the Golan is unpopular in Israel. 

Speaking to reporters on the flight to Brussels, Peres said 
achieving peace takes precedence over winning elections. 

He added peace with Syria would have broader significance 
for it must coincide with an agreement with Lebanon and ‘‘really 
constitute a regional peace’’ encompassing all Mideast nations 
excluding radical regimes like Iraq’s and Libya’s. 

The next step, Peres said, was ‘‘a general framework for 
negotiations (with Syria and) talk at all levels and about all 
subjects. ’’ 

On Monday, Peres and the 15 EU foreign ministers signed an 
asscaciaticon accord aimed at expanding trade and political 
cocperation as part of an effart toa create a 
Eurcpean-Mediterranean free economic zone. . 

EU Commission President Jacques Santer said the accord, one 
ef the EU’s most far-reaching with a non-European state, 

‘“*‘reflected the very special form of relationship between Israel 
and the Eurcpean Union. ’’ 

The deal calls for free mavement cof capital and reciprocal 
trade concession. Israel also gains greater access to EU 
government tenders and participation rights in research and 
development prajects _ giving its highly developed technological 
sector a chance to significantly boost business. 

| Israel hopes a freer trade regime will help narrow its dlrs 
& billion trade deficit with the EU. 

The Europeans hope the agreement will pave the way tor a 
greater political role in the Middle East. European countries 
are the main contributors of sid to the Palestinians but have 
net te date played a significant role in shaping Israeli-Areb 
peace accords. 

Peres told the EU foreign ministers at a brief ceremony, 
*“*You shall see us in your councils of science and economy and 
we shall see you in our councils of peace and development. ’’ 

At a luncheon, Peres urged the EU nations not to isoclate 
Turkey but conclude a customs union. ‘‘He recommended we show 
generosity toward Turkey,’’ said an EU diplomat, who asked not 
to be named. 

The EU-Israel deal was preceded this year by similar accords 
with Tunisia and Morecca. The Isreeli agreement tock 18 months 
to negotiate. It will take effect Jan. 1, 1997, after 
ratificatian by the EU and Israeli parliaments. 

‘do-rw< 


201635 Nov GMT 


a’ - , 

a | ed , f . 

NTFiL4683 LAD. \ ' te, = e | CLAS 
; - 


/ 


‘Peres: Ten-Point Understanding With Syria On Peace Talks 
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“ity JACK KATZENELL- ——— 
“Aspaociated Press Writer- 
JERUSALEM (AP)  £=Prime Minister Shimon Peres on Monday 


unveiaied a (O-pointl understanding with Syria in which the iwa 
Rides agreed lu lry a new approach lo settling theix 
datierences. 

The aqreement, reached via the United States, would shift the 
deocus of neqouliaelions te a bread range ol issues and away irom 
security, which had been the central emphasis oi the late Prime 
Manidetler Yilzwheak Rabin. 

Denying published reports, Peres stressed that he had not 
qaven Syria ox Lhe United Stlales any ducuments, maps or pledges 
eullining Lhe sive ol an israeli withdrawal irom Lhe Golan 
Heights, which Jlereel caplured irom Syria in the 1967 Mideast 
Weill - 

*“*Oi Lhe malter at the territurial lines, 1 told President 
Clanton thal 4d preder when it will became necessary tao make the 
anmcuncement, at should be made in the Knesset rather than in 
Washangtaon sou thal we will nol appear toe be acting under 


pressure drum anulher country, he told a caucus oi Labor Pariy 


Mme mlhexre. 





Apked abuul his change oi direction, Peres told the Knesset’s 
Foreign Aiideirs and Defense Cummittlee thal his policy did act 
deviate drum the pusilions adapled by Kabin bul that he had long 
davexred a diiferentl approach. 

*“*The security taiks hed run aground. 1 did not hide my 
opinion tram Rabin thal we ought ta try a didtierent direction, ’’ 
Peres responded, accurding La Knesset spukesman Yair Amikam. 

Alsuw in answer lo a gueslion, Peres said that he would expect 
Syrae lo Cancel any mililary aqreements with iran, which hes 
supported islamic militants of the Hexbollah militia which ere 
Gercyiang eul ae querxcilla war against Jisreel in seuth Lebanon. 

“A peace agreement can’t include elements ol war,’’ Peres 
said. 

Peres Luld the committee Syria agreed that a peace accord 
“*Swould present an appaoxtlunily lao end the cunilict in the whole 
Maddle bast’’ excepl fur vadicul slates like iraq, Libya, iran 
mck Siuclan. 

Vie American medialion, Peres said israel and Syria had 
aqreect Go a JO-poantl understanding thal would quide the talks. 

They aqreed lo an open agenda in which they would discuss a 
begad sanqe al issues simulleneuusly., in the past, israel had 
djnoeasled un resolving Becurily issues first. 

Neqauliatlians had been iruven since June because oi Syria’s 
ceiupal lao qu durward aiter Israel demanded ground-based early 
warging elaliogns in the Golem aitler a withdrawal. 

in a ned to Damascus, Peres said lsrael would accept 2 
Cemlxral U.S. cole rather than push itor direct high-level 
Jexyael-Syraa lalks as Kabin had. 

Syrie agreed lu link peace on the Lebanon-lsraeel border ta 
Lhe mequlialions an Lhe Golan. 

The lwo sides aqreed thal the qual afi the talks which ere set 
Lau begin Deu. 2/ was more imporlant than the means and that the 
duratlian ol the neqolialions would depend on the progress. 


*“*20 wall be an exchange oi ideas, Peres said. ‘‘MNaybe in 
the daixystl slage we'll examine the conceplioans oi both sides 

bhecause whal has happened is thal we have been hardening ourx 
Ppusilicns, * 

Jexauel is ready drup ite demand fur a staged withdrawal avex 
tive years drum the Golam Heights and pull aul of the stratleqic 
plaleau wilhin 12 munthes, the israeli daily Maariv reported 
Naomcday. 

Meuaxsiv said israel will tell Syria that it if ready ta pay 
Lhe “‘dull praice’’ dur peace, suqgesling a complete withdrawal 
doaum the Golem Neaqghtle.. 

Jexeael df deeply divided over the a Goelan-fuor-peace deal and 
Cabinel Mindelexs Yossi Heilin, a Peres coniidantl, said early 
Cleclianes may be called in lsrael ai eo peace deal with Syria was 
reached. Blectliuns are Gurrenlly scheduled tor Oct. 29. 


Syke mbt 
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“Peres Createw New Urgency for Elections, But Gaps Remain big< 
*An AP News Analyvie< 

“By NCCOLAS BU. TATRU@= 

*Augoclated Preas Writer- 

JERUGBALEM (AP)  dJlereael has went out a ilurry oi signals to 
fyraie thet it ie ready end willing to deal. Syria hese welcomed 
lerveel's new tlexibility. 

Hut can the two sides actually deliver whet would make that 
deel work: » Gomplele lereweli withdrawal irom the Golan Heights 
in exchange tor open ecceplance of lprael by the Arab world? 

boume wre nol go ure, 

““Haveicgelly, we have « provedural breakthrough in 
negulialions, but it ide net wt wll clear if the gepe are 
bridqeable,"* said Dore Gold, o poldticel scientist at Tel Aviv 
University’s Jeatiiee Center fur ftilrategqic Studies. 

ln leukes Lo newnapupere and viu his wides, Prime Minister 
Shimun Peres hee indicated that he in ready to declare publicly 
Lhat he accepts fyriun sovereiqniy in the Golan Heights, which 
Jeveel] cuplured in we 1067 war. 

Nis deputy defense miniwter, Ori Orr, let it be known that 
Jerue] if wulew willing to drop ite insistence un leaving behind 
a moniteriog post df Syria responds with a similar gesture such 
we pulling ite troops far beck from the border. This issue hed 
docked up Jereel-Syria tlealke ior six months. 

lereel if wleuwu prepered to meet Hyrien demands ior a 
Hlepped-up Limelable on withdrawal. Aides suggest Peres would 
eellle for two yeare. Some reports seid it could be finished in 
e weller of mwonthe. 

The new flexibility ie aleo reileuted in Peres’ altitude 
Lowerd how Lo conduct Lhe Lalke. 

Peres Lold « Kneseel committee thie week that hie government 
ond Syrde heve wellled un a irawework for talks on any issue. 

Gone wee lereel’s inwislence on direct, high-level teulke without 
Lhe Americans. Aleu gone wae an overriding emphasis on security 
queslions. 

This represents o wejor shiit away irom the policy of Prime 
Minielexs Yilshek Hebin, who wee aeeaseinaled Noy. 4. He wan 
demanding compliceled securily measures to protect lerael from 
being double- cromeecd. 

Cyria’s response lo Peres haus been upbeat. 

Fureiqgn Minieler Farouk al-Sherea seid he believed lerael 
under Veren wan wore dlexible then under Rabin, who led lereael’s 
arwy when it Geaplured Lhe Golan Heights. He said he hoped the 
lulke, lo resume near Washinglon on Dew. 27, “*will produce 
Lungible renulle."' 

A key question is whelher Aseuad ie willing to pay the price 
Jos ending bie isolation from the United Stetes and Europe, He 
would huve Lo woocepl the hind of dar-reuching lies lereael wanie 
— 2neluding hordes of l#ereaeli Lourietle, live lereeli neveceasts 
from Daumesocus und joint business deuwle run cut of Tel Aviy. 

Thel’s oo major leap dor w regime Lhet hes refused any contact 
wilh the Jewish wlule. 

And Perew will have to persuade a wekeptical public that it 
will beneftit drow a full wilhdrawal. 

Kebin beld oul hope for an lereeli embussy in Damascus and ea 
quiel border wilh Lebanon. Hul Lheir experience with Egypt, 
which made peace bul heen’t developed strung ties, leit leraelis 
doubtiul aboul promiges Lo norwealisxe relelione. And the absence 
of war on the Golan front ior 20 yeare leit them feeling little 
pressure tor change. 

leren, oun Lhe olher hand, hee evoked a grand vision: Leaders 
of Jereel’s Areb neighbors would support »o Mideast peace with no 
nore Lercoriem, nu Lighling in Lebanon and no tear of missile 
el leche. 

*“Whe querantees ue Lhatl all lLhewe Arab leaders will agree to 
ceuwn Agwed Lheir leader?’’ wrole commentator Yoel MNercue in the 
lhaarels newHpaper. 

Polle published Dew. 15 indiocele an erosion in opposition. 

in « survey reported by the Maariv newepaper, So percent of 
US6 Jereelie polled said Lhey supported Lotel wilhdrawal from 
the Goleun in exchange tur pewuce with Syria. Forty-six percent 
Hudd they were opposed, The margin of errur wae 4.5 percentage 
pouimle. 

reviuous polle by Lhe seme agency found opposition at 60 to 
%O pervaownl. 

Nevertheless, some Jerueli Vommentelors way Feres could be 
eyquendering public: support. Inetead, they say he could be 
reaching agreement wilh the Palestinians on Jewish seltlemente, 
relugees, bordere und the elelue of Jerusalem. 

‘“*Now Shimon Peres, aller «w hali-wink from Aswad, launches a 
drontel] easexneull on the Golan, where moet of the public ia 
oppoured lo @ wilhdrawal,"' wrole Maariv commentator Shalom 
Yeruphealmi. 

” < 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Niculeas H. Tatro, the Asuociated Presse bureau 
vhiet in Jerusalem, hes covered Lhe Middle Kast for the AP since 
1077 from Cairo, Heirut, Tehran and Jerusalem. 
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“Teo Israeli Negetiater: Assad Peres Suseit Pessivle By Spring! 
“bas: Uslebes wills queles from Fremds foreiiss sinister; aces 
aylise! 

“Ry JACK KAZE NELL= 

“Asseciated Press Wreiter- 

JENUSALER (9 — ff meetin beboeen lorseli Prise Minister 
Wises Peres and Syrian President Hafez Assad could take place 
by syring, lopael’s chief nexotiator said in as interview 
published Friday. 

Pieced bees Shows sem openness Loward lorse]i proposals, said 
the seyetiater, Uri Savir, the directer qeseral ef the Foreign 
WMiwiciry. 

“Pissed i5 speaking now shoul s real peace,’' Savir told the 
Yedivt Ahrenct daily, “If as alse referring to statesents he 
mitit, web i yutklic. Assad is talking about the quality of peace 
relatiens."' 

fished whe Peres a Assad could be shakin hams, Savir 
said: “‘If we want peace, if could take place in ancther three 
oy four wowlhs.*! 

Lush id acm, Asset has turned coms lorseli requests for 
high-level seetiags, saying he First needed @ cessiteent that 
liepat) is ready bo bed beck a)] of the Solas Heiubis. The 
giatess was captured by Israe] is the 1957 Mideast mar. 

lovee] asd Syria were bo resuse wenebialions next week, after 
é half-year suspensies. Twe rounds of talks are te be held at 2 
ferme ister Wests a rtthots. 

Pusilive simals frow Demsscus were aloe picked up by Frencts 
Fereiqe Minister Herve de Charette, whe nested the Syrian vice 
president flue] Helis Khaddas in Paris earlier this week and is 
gow Visiting Israel, 

be Cheretle told lorael's Haaretz daily Friday thal there is 
““@ suustastiel change in the Syrien pesitien.*? 

“yrds 25 movin is a wew Girection, and has reassessed the 
situatien,’? de Charette said. 

Syria wes selivabed by ““the chamae iy the international] 
esvirassest, the pregress already accesplished is the peace 
prucess aid Use prospects if lodigs for development, '' de 
Caavette teld a sews cosfereace Friday. 

He sivesoed that France hes a special imterest in the 
indegendence of Lebanon, woich was ruled by France between World 
War ) and World War 1] under a mandate from the Leanue of 
Natias. 

“We are specially cimcerned wilh the indepentienve aii 
suvereiunty ef this country with which we nave a very eld and 
very weit Pelabiisstigy'’ de Cherelle onic. 

However, France “‘dees set disagereve’’ of Shises Peres’ 
resuted wffer to receimsize Syria's dominance over Lebanots, Ge 
Charette seid. Syrie hes an estisated 35,000 trecgs in Lebanon. 

fishes how Syria respusies Le his expression of concer: for 
Lebanen’s independence, be reglied ‘‘they appreved."? 

He ended ihe sews Conference before he could le asked te 
exgiais the augarent centradicticas. 

“pho kd 
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Ar—-“RC-—Israel-Syria 

“BC-Israei-Syria 

“Intelligence Chief: Israel and Syria Moving Closer To Deal‘ 
“Ry KBRIN LALIB= 

“Resacciated Press Writer= 

JERUSALEM (AF) = Iserael and Syria are moving cister to a 
first agreement in their peace negotiations, Israeli’s chief of 
Military intelligence said in an interview published Wednesday. 

““I think that the near future may afford us the ability te 
bridge the gaps tin poesitions),** Maj. Ger. Uri Saguy, 
repertediy involved in secret talks with Syria, toeld the Yedioth 
Ahronocth daily. 

Saguy refused te give details or say threugh which channel 
the two sides were negotiating. Formai taiks in Washington were 
suspended earlier this year, but Israeli and Syria reportediy 
have established a back channel invelving the twe nations’ 
ambassadors to Washingten. 

Ar Israeli official Wednesday confirmed reperts that Syria 
has Not “rejected cutright & preposal invelving an Israeli troop 
withdrawal on the Golan Heights in twe stages, but that 
Mresident Hafez Assad attached several conditions Israeli found 
unacceptable. The efficial spoke on condition ef anonymity. 

Pyrime Minister Yitzhak Rabin has offered te withdraw 
immediately from a slice of the Golan, to be Followed by a 
three-year testing of normalization, including the exchange of 
ambactsacdors and free trade and travel. Only then would the final 
Line of withdrawal be negotiated, Rabin has said. 

Uri Dromi, bead of the Government Press Office, said 
Wednesday that Israei’s offer included pulling trocpe back one 
cr two kilometers from their present front position, without 
uprocting any Jewish settlements. 

The Syrians, however, insist that at least one Jewish 
settlement be dismantied in the first stage, accerding to the 
government official whe confirmed a repert ty Israel radic. 

The Syrians aisc want withdrawal te be campleted within two 
years, before the nent Israeli elections scheduled for mid-i996, 
the report said. Assad apparentiy is werried that Israel's 
hawkish oppesitieon could regain power before the withdrawal is 
completed, the radic said. 

The Syrians sgise said that only teward the end of the 
withdrawal process weuld they exchange of ambacsadars, but not 
SBlilicw free trade and travel, the report said. 

The Syrians reiterated demands that Israel in the end give 
Back all of the Golan, captured in the 1967 Middie East war. 
israeli hardliners claim Rabin already committed Israel to a 
complete pullout. 

Rabin and other gevernment officials deny the claims. 

Saguy said there wasn’t the slightest sign that Hesad would 
Bettie for less than all the Golan, in part because Israel set @a 
precedent when it returned the entire Sinai peninsula under its 
i979 peace treaty with Egypt. 

Saguy said Assad still has net given the green light for an 
israeli-Syrian summit. 

‘As leng as Assad feels that the political decision of 
withdrawing from all of the Gelan has not been made by Israel, 
he feels such a top-level meeting is premature,'’ Saguy said. 

Reked why Ieraeli-Syrian negotiations were moving forward 
after months cof deadlock, Saguy said Israei's looming 1996 
elections and the progress in Israei's negotiations with the 
Palestinians and Jordan apparentiy convinced Assad it was time 
te forpe ahead. 

8 Yediot survey published Wednesday indicated that Israelis 
are divided on giving back the Golan, but cppesitien has dipped 
comewhat. 





Ferty-eioht percent opposed any troop withdrawal, 2@ percent 
Baid they favored & partial pullback and 22 percent said they 
were ready to give back ali of the Golan for peace with Syria. 
“hi-nopm ¢ 
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“BC-Israei-Syria, ist Ld-Writetihra ¢ 

“Rabin Storms Gut Of Knesset After Being Called Swindlers ¢ 
“Ede: BHDS television poll. ¢ 

“Ry KARIN LAUB= 

“Hesociated Press Writer= 

JERUSALEM {APD rime Minister Yitzhak Rabin stormed cut 
the Hnesset an Tuesday after an opposition legislater called his 
& “‘swindier’’ far aliegediy having struck & secret 
land-fer-peace deal with Syria. 

““I%s not ready toe listen te this,'' Rabin said, his farce 
fiushed in anger, as he left the plenum minutes after arriving 
for @& special parliawent debate on the peace taiks with Syria. 

The episode reflected the increasingly heated domestic 
Gebate over the Golan Heights, the war-woan strategic plateau the 
Syrians demand bach in exchange for peace with Israel. 

The hbardiine oppesitioan had called legisiaters out of Summer 
recess Tuesday ta air claims that Rabin already committed Israeli 
te a complete pulleut fram the Goelan within three years. 

‘“Rabir is ready te give the whele territery tea Syria,'" 
opposition Likud Party leader Benjamin Netanyahu said after 
gQuetiang Rabin's pre-election promises net to leave the Golan, 

Deputy Defense Minister Mordechai Gur, respending for the 
Oovernmgent, seid ne such promise was made, But he said any deal 
with Syria would Likely involve significant troop withdrawal. 

Gur seid the government had the moral right ta negotiate and 
omiy then present the package to the Israeli people whe weuld 
have the final say. 

““if we reach an agreement with the Syrians that is 
Significantiy different from what we wanted, and for what we are 
Fighting teday, we will held a referendum,’' Gur said. “‘“‘wWhat is 
mare legitimate than that? 

PH peli beeadcast by Israel TV Tuesday evening showed 17 
percent favoring full withdrawal from the Gelan in exchange for 
peace with Syria asd SS percent agreeing ta a partial pullback. 
Farty-eight percent were opposed te any compromise. 

The poll, which showed a seftening of the traditicnaliy 
URCGRPrawising public oepinien on the Golan, was based on 
interviews with some 1,@@@ f[eraelis and had & margin of error of 
Four percent. 

Laber Karty secretary-generai Nissim Zviiii said public 
guppart for a Geal would further increase when it became clear 
that an accerd with Syria meant full regional peace. 

Israel has been rife with rumors for the past week that a 
breakthrough in the taiks with Syria was imminent, even though 
formal negotiatians have been suspended since earlier this year. 

The Haaret2 daily reperted Tuesday that Israel has 
established @ secret channel for negotiations, invelving the twe 
nations’ ambassaders to Hashingten, Itamar Rabinovich and Walid 
Musaililewm, 

Haaretz said Rabin if personally conducting the 
negetiatians, with help from the chief of military intelligence, 
Maj. “Gen. Uri Gaguy, but that the Cabinet is net briefed on 
detaiis. 





- - o 





Ai htt 





Ric/e 4S Lil WYboupn ----- 

Hes “BL-UbS-Mideast 

‘HL-Ub-Mideast 

“ASraela, ovrian Maliitary Keported in secret Washington 
baALKS < 

‘HY BHRERY SUHWE lD= 

“HE Diplomatic Writer= 

WHDSHINGIUN (HH) israeii and Syrian military experts are 
here ror closed negotiations under U.S. supervision a sign 
that peace taiks are proopressing tao serious issues. 

iney are joining head-to-head taiks between the two 
countries’ ambassadors that are designed to break a deadiock 
over peace terms, control of territory and security measures. 

Whale the State DLepartment, like the rest of the U.S. 
goovernment, quietiy slides into a long Uhristmas weekend, Dennis 
KOSS. the senior Mideast specialist in the administration, is 
overseeing the sessions, which benan ihursday. 

Lt. ben. thud Barak, the chiet of staff, and Maj. Gen. Danny 
Yatom are representino the israeli opovernment’s military aims 
and concerns in the talks, disclosed by informed sources. Names 
or the Syrian participants joining their Washington ambassador 
were not learned. 

it retiects what we Teel is the serious desire of the two 
Sides to come to an angreement,’’ a senior U.S. official said 
earlier in the week in anticipation oft the session. é=AHnd yet, 
we are not at the point ofr a breakthrough. ’’ 

israel has refused to consider yieiding to Syria’s demand 
that it surrender the bolan Heights without assurances the 
border would be satenpuarded against surprise attack. In 
capturing the enclave in the lYo/ bix-Vay war israel ended 
cross-border firing on northern villages. 

ine territory Syria demands anciludes land Syria occupied in 
iv4éh during israel’s war of independence as well as the iand 
israel seized in 1ivo/. 

Rabin has promised to put any Golan Heights withdrawal 
agreement to the voters for their approval or rejection. 

Here, meanwhile, a pravate research croup headed by Tormer 
Vetrense Vepartment official Frank GatTtney iS Campaigning against 
sending U.S. troops to the tolan Heights as part of an 
international peacekeeping force _a likely security measure. 

Calling on the incoming Republican-controlled Congress to 
step in, the Center for security Policy says Israel’s security 
could be jeopardized and Hmerican tives iost. 

Syria suspended formal negotiations with Israel Last 
February. in the summer, Hmbassadors itamar Rabinovich and Walid 
ai-Moualem or syria, began their discreet talks. 

becretary of State Warren Christopher set up the 
participation of israeli and Syrian military experts on a trip 
to Jerusalem and Vamascus two weeks ago. Une of the major 
stumbling Blocks in the slow-moving drive toward a peace treaty 
is israei’s uncertainty about the kind of security arrangements 
that Syria would accept on their border if Israel surrendered 
part or all oF the Golan Heinnts. 

ine stratenic enclave, with 1ts Commanding sweep over 
Viillanes in northern israel. was used regularly Tor cross-border 
Attacks on those villages until israel captured the heights and 
then annexed the territory in 1981. 

Syrian President Hafez HsSsad has made it clear he would not 
agree to peace with israel unless Syria recovered the territory. 
Rabin promised in his 19¥%e election Campaign not to ‘go down’’ 

Trom the wbolan. However, his oovernment has ottered at least a 
partial pullback. 

fo consider going further, the Kabin government wants to 
Know SYria’s peace terms and the kind of security that would be 
installed. 

Lhristopher, meanwhile, has taken seven trips to the region 
this year to carry messages back and forth between Hssad and 
Rabin. 

Despite it all, 486 months atter israel began peace talks 
with the Hrabs the two countries remain far apart on peace 
terms. Ky contrast, israel has concluded a peace treaty with 
Jordan and separate agreements with the Palestine Liberation 
Urnganization. 
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*“BC-Lebanon-Peace< 
“Syrian Foreign Minister Calls Next Stage ‘Test’< 
“By SAMIR F. GHATTAS= 
*“Assaciated Press Writer= 
BEIRUT, Lebanon (AP) _ Upcoming Syrian-Israeli talks 


in Washington will serve as a ‘‘test of Israel’s 
intentions,’’ Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk Sharaa said 
Wednesday. 


Sharaa said he hoped a peace agreement could be 
reached with Israel this year, but that ‘‘big 
difficulties’’ still remain in negotiations over the Golan 
Heights, captured by Israel in 1967. 

Militery officials from the two sides are scheduled to 
renew discussions in Washington on June 27. 

**Syria is committed to the peace process and will 
spare no effort to push it forward,’’ he said after 
meeting Lebanese President Elias Hrawi in Beirut. 

**We hope the (Washington) meeting will achieve 
substantive results. ... It is a test of Israel’s 
intentions. ’’ 

Syria, which has 49,9000 troops in Lebanon, decides 
policy for its smaller Arab neighbor, including Lebanon’s 
negotiations with Israel on a treaty. Lebanon’s talks have 
stalled since the break in Syrian-Israeli negotiations in 
February 1994. 

Lebanese Foreign Minister Faris Bweiz said Wednesday 
Lebanon’s participation hinges on the success of the 
Syrian-Israeli talks. 

**If the work of the security committees is successful 
--»- this will encourage Lebanon,’’ he said. 

Both countries are demanding an Israeli withdrawal _ 
Syria from the Golan Heights and Lebanon from a border 
strip. 

An Israeli pullback from southern Lebanon ‘‘is as 
important as the withdrawal from the Golan,’’ Sharaa said. 
Sharaa also rejected a partial Israeli pullback from 

the Golan. Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin said 
Sunday that Israel was willing to hand back some Golan 
territory in return for full diplomatic relations with 
Syria. 

**Any talk about symbolic withdrawals is unacceptable 
for us even if it actually takes place as part of a 
timetable ta be agreed to in the future,’’ Sharaa said. 
“sfig-as< 
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Gaps could he narrowed or even origoecd comolet 


Gl CGMGEILES With the Peace Process af the sole Reans ta 


‘Palaizce & JUST ANG Comprehensive peace if the region,’* the 


~~ 


Btate-run ali-Baath cailiy, mouthpiece cf the ruling Baath Fa: 

AHcLHer Government daily, al-Thawra, held israeli reponsible 
for the Gifferences that have been biccking presgrese in the 
Beate tas Phey RAY bees Stalliec Bince February. 

iBeaAel., BNG HGt Syria, 25 KYespaonsiGgcie for these gar 

GSECRUSe At 3235S StRBR1L Stacking te the styie ef hincgrance anc 
33 BIG ETRLL FeTUses Ta aHHGUNcCe It FKAGIMSSE to 
Rake a TRU withograwal from tie Golan Heigntse anc seuth 
Lecanaun., '* the hneweragper deciarecd. 

se ePOsatoeriais fToallcgweso & Vi5323t to DPamaecocus FuesGgay ty LU. os. 
Doe, WG 2S RRHING Hi BRHTH 

ur oF the regpicn Since May seeking te revive the 
WRAL SSTAR LA HYHOGTATIGHS. 
He Streshed Tuesday that both countries were inching closer 
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But Dawascus insists that Israel must first ceciare its 
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CeEMTLOM Co withdraw completeiy fram 
ategrc plateau in soeuthwestern Syraa that israeli captured in 
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AP-*“BC-Syria-Ready for Peace?, @659< 
“BC-Syria-Ready for Peace?, 0659< 

“Aeead Cautiously Prepares Syria for Peace< 
“AP Photo FRA1@7 of Nov. 3< 

*By JEROME SOCOLOVSKY= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) _ Peace posters are popping up in the 
etreets of a city that has long been a bastion of the Arab 
conflict with Israel. Epithets like ‘‘Zionist entity’’ and ‘‘the 
enemy’’ have all but vanished from the official vocabulary. 

President Hafez Assad, Syria’s ruler since a 197@ coup, is 
Slowly preparing his people for the possibility of a peace 
treaty with their old foe. 

He has switched the focus of state propaganda from vilifying 
Iereel to stressing Syria’s importance in spreading peace 
throughout the Middle East. 

Slogans that began appearing along main roade over the 
summer proclaim: ‘*Peace Is a Noble Aim’’ and ‘‘What We Want Is 
ae Just Peace. ’’ 

But Asead, who saye he has made a ‘‘strategic choice’’ for 
peace after a 46-year state of war, is proceeding with extreme 
care. Peace, more than war, may present the greatest challenge 
to a government that used the Arab-Jewish struggle es a8 reason 
for its iron rule. 

Assed began the policy shift in 1990 after the collapse of 
the Soviet Union, his main bankroller and arms supplier. 

He agreed to participate in Middle East peace talks, started 
liberalizing his state-run economy and gave the increasingly 
influential private sector a greater say in economic policy. 

One of Assad’s key bargain chips in the peace process is 
Syria’s control of supply routes for Muslim militants fighting 
Israeli troops and their allies in southern Lebanon. In Augueat 
Assad ordered early retirement for several Syrian officers 
thought to have ties with the militants. 

He also named 6 new commander of Syria’s elite special 
forces: Brig. Gen. Ali Habib, who headed the Syrian contingent 
in the U.S.-led Gulf War coslition. Habib is one of the Syrian 
officiais who is believed to favor a rapprochement with the 
United States. 

But peace would be a big change for a society weaned on 
anti-Israeli animosity. 

Many Syrians still distrust a nation they have opposed since 
its creation in 1948 and still denote on their maps as 
Palestine. 

Without any cue from above, they are at a loss when asked 
what peace might mean for Syria in practical terme. 

**I’m trying to imagine it but I can’t. It’s too early, ’*’ 
said Mohammed Krayan,; an engineer from the Golan Heights, which 
Israel captured in the 1967 Arab-Israeli war. 

Yanna Hamoud, an architecture student, also had trouble 
imagining peace. 

**The Israelis are creating problems all over the world to 
distract attention from the problem here,’* she said. ‘*‘This is 
the kind of people they are. They manipulete words. They 
maneuver. They have influence everywhere. ’*’ 

But there are others, especially in business, for whom peace 
cannot come too soon _ although none would dare question Assad’s 
cautious approach. 

**What would I do if an Israeli tourist visited my shop?’’ 
said Mansour Marina, a leading name in Damascene fashion. **Even 
without peace I wouldn’t oppose it.’’ 

*“*Any logical person knows war brings only destruction to 
his country,’’ he said. 

The main obstacle to peace is the Golan Heights, a border 
pletesu peppered now with Israeli settlements and military 
outposte. 

Isreeli leaders have hinted at ae willingness to surrender at 
least a portion of the Golan, but first they want to know what 
kind of peace they will get in return. Syria insists on 
complete, unconditional withdrawal. 

The issue touches the core of the two states’ divergent 
conceptions of peace. 

Israel wants to fortify a peace treaty with economic 
cooperation and full diplomatic ties, including an exchange of 
ambassadors. Syria is resisting. 

*“*This we can leave for the future,"* said Elias Nijmeh, a 
Damascus University economics professor who is a parliament 

deputy with the ruling Baath party. ‘*‘We cannot run before ve 

learn to walk.’’ 
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“Syria Hocuses Israel OF “Turning Deaf Ear’ On Peace ¢ 

DABRSECUS, Syria (HAF) 8 gevernment-run newspaper Sunday 
accused Israel of “‘turnming a deaf ear’** ta Syria’s calli for 
peace and of trying te undermine the “‘positive resuits'' «af the 
BumRit between President Hafez Assad and President Clinten. 

‘“s had been expected, instead cf trying te capitalize on 
the pesitive atmosphere ennendered by the Damascus summit to 
augment chances for realizing peace, the Israeli gevernment has 
deliberately organized a comprehensive campaign cf siander 
against Syria’s stands,'* the Tishrin daily deciared in an 
editorial. 


. 


‘“The objective ef this campaign is ta skirt arcund the 
Yresuits ef the Damascus summit, to pressure Washinsten to 
abandan the role cf an impartial and honest partner and te step 
demanding a cemprehbensive settiement an the bases of U.N. 
resaiutians.**’ it said. 

Clinton, whe met with Assad in Dawascus Thursday during a 
whastiestop, six-cauntry teur of the Middie East last week. telid 
israeli leaders later that “‘semething is changing in Syria. Its 
leaders understand that it is time ta make peace. 

‘There wiih still be a geed deal of hard bargaining before 
a breakthrough, Gut they are sericus about preceeding. ** 

But Teraeli leaders described the summit as a ** great 
Gisappeintwment’* because Clinten failed to get Assad te spell 
out His pesitian on what he cansiders *‘*‘a normal peace’* ar to 
pubiseciy condemn terrcrissa. 

israeli’ s nenotiatiens with Syria and Lebanon, which is 
sgominated by the Syrians, have been ttaliled since February. 

Damascus wants Israel te commit itself to a complete 
withdrawal from the Golan Heights, the strategic plateau the 
israeskis captured in the 1967 Middle East war. 

Israeli has offered a phased and partial withdrawal over 
several years. The Syrians have rejected that, and insist there 
can be nec progress until Israel agrees to a tetal pullicut. 

Tishrin charsed that Israel has ocverlocked Syria’s 
‘*teuthFul't’ call fer achieving a comprehensive peace and scught 
instead tea “encircle its pesitive impact on the region and the 
world at larcge.*’ 

The daily said Assad’s rewarks at a joint news conference 
with Clinten, “‘has put the Israelis in the corner and stripped 
them of any exnecuse te evade the demands cf peace. 

‘“Therefore, the only way for the Israelis to get cut cof 
this impasse is te say that ‘a wave ef disappointment is 
overshadawing Israeli.’ 

‘“*israel dees net want peace,’' FTFishrin cenciuded, ~*Ner 
goes is it ready to deal with any sincere effort to bring about 
& just and cesprebensive peace and it is persistent in its 
attemots that aim to impose unilateral solutions and secret 
deals that wiil sive it everthing and deprive the Arabs of 
everything. *" 
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Ae—“BC~-Syria-Keace, @S7 a ¢ 
“BO-Syria-Peace, @7S ¢ 
“The Last Majer Flayer Wants Peace But Can Wait —§ Fer Now ¢ 
“With LS-Mideast ¢ 
“RE Phoeta NYIDaAS 
“Ry GAMIR F. GHATTAS= 
“RESCCIated Press Writer= 

DAMASCUS, Syria (APD) The formal end of Jordanian-Israeli 
enmity has left Syria as the iast major player stili cut in the 
celd in the Middie East peace taiks. 

President Hafez Assad seews unruffled by the collapse of 
Arak ealidarity and is sticking to the same conditicn with which 
he entered the U.S.-brckered taiks neariy three years ago: Syria 
wants a just and comprehensive peace. 

In Brab parlance, that means no peace deals witheut total 
israeli withdrawal from all Arab territery captured in the 1967 
WERT? 

‘“We want peace as we imagine it,’' Assad told a news 
conference Gunday after meeting President Hosni Mubarak of 
Egypt, which in 1979 became the first Arab nation to make peace 
with Israeli. 

Gn Monday, Jordan and Israeli signed a nenbelligerency pact 
at the White House. Seven weeks earlier, Israel and the FLO 
Signed an autonomy agreement for limited Palestinian selif-rule 
in the Gaza Strip and Jerichs. 

in an unusual move, Syrian television aired Rabin’s and 
Hussein's speeches Monday in full, with Arabic subtities. Until 
recentiy, Syria's state-run stations did net shew Ierael: 
leaders and referred tc them as “‘the enemy." 

Syria insists on a full Israeli withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights, which Israeli captured in the 1967 war, Gut Assad has 
mot spelled cut what he would offer in return. 

Ierael has said it if willing to give up iand for peace. But 
Rabin has net committed his government toa total withdrawal from 
the strategic plateau. 

Mohammed Saiman, the Syrian information minister, said in ~a 
recent newspaper articie that ““Syria will stick to its rights 
and wiil net give up any part of its land regardless of the 
Ieraeli methods and threats.'! 

Syria can afferd to wait for a better deal, but not for tos 
iong. 

With & S00, 200-member army, Syria can defend its territory. 
But the collapse of the Soviet Unicon, its main military and 
economic backer for decades, and the breakdown of Arab 
sclidarity since the 1991 Guif War -’makes it stupid ts engage 
ivs & war with Iserael'' te regain the Golan, said Dr. Subeil 
Zakkar, a prefesser of Islamic histery at the University of 
Damascus. 







Rabin and President Clinton are expected toa turn inward next 
year as they prepare for re-election campaigns in 1996. Rabin'’s 
raght-wing opponents oppose concessions te Syria, 

Syria needs international aid, curtailed for years by U.S. 
accusations that Damascus sponsored international terroriss. 

However, Assad’s personal standing remains strong 
cdemesticaliy, and Syria has an effective bargaining chip in the 
Shiite Musiiw guerrillas in south Lebanon whe cenduct 
cross-border attacks against Israel. 

The &3-year-cld former air force officer tock power in 4 
iS7@ coup and has used troops and decades-long jail terms to 
crush internal dissent. 

But many Syrians credit him with bringing economic and 
political stability. In &@ country with neo experience in moder 
democratic transition, people are uncertain _— even fearful _— of 
the aiternatives toca Assad. 

Syria aise controeis Lebanon's negotiations with Israel. 
About 468,488 Syrian treops have been stationed in Lebanon for 
the past 18 years. 

The Iranian-backed guerrillas whe attack Israeli troops in 
scuth Lebanen or fire rockets inte northern Israel cperate from 
bases in Syrian-patrelled areas. 
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Assad calied for a break in the taiks and arranged to have 
Christepher return to the presidential palace Tuesday evening. 

Hiready, King Hussein ef Jordan is straining at the 
strictures of Brab solidarity by planning te ge toe Washington 
For & Summit meeting next Monday with Rabin. A peace treaty 
eventually caulid heal their weunds. 

And Yasser Arafat, the chairman of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, is negotiating with Israel to expand his control 
over areas of the West Bank. Christopher plans te see him in 
Gaza on Thursday. 

The Clinton administration is smoothing the way with 
hundreds of millions of dollars worth of econcmic assistance toa 
HUsSEein and Arafat. Assad presumably could expect technical 
expertise to replace Soviet helo and promote an economic 
recovery that now shows 7 percent annual growth, though 
Christepher said the subject had net come up in their talks. 

‘*} found him very relaxed and very focused on the details 
af the Giscusesion, SeriGcus about making progress. '' Christopher 
Said. 

“*F couldn't discern whether the Jordan events affected his 
one way or the other. That is not a central aspect of cur 
cConversatians.'! 

Assad is waiting fer a commitment from Israel that it weulid 
abanden the Golan Heights and evict the 13, @@@ Jewish settlers 
there. And Rabin, in turn, is waiting for Assad te define the 
peace he is offering in specific terms before saying how much 
land he would exchange for it. 

The two sides have net held face-to-face negotiations since 
February. 

A senier Israeli diplomat said in Jerusalem Monday night a 
Simple swap of land for peace was a Gyrian invention. Fram 
feraei’s standpoint, he said, Assad must spell cut his peace 
terms, negotiate security arrangements alang the border and 
agree te normal trade and diplomatic ties. 

In May, when Christopher was last in the regien, Assad 
cenveyed through him the beginning ef an cutline cf peace terms. 

But Ieraeli and U.S. aofficiais said that precess has stopped. 

Christopher went toe see Assad immediately on his arrival 
from Israel and planned ta stay overnight. He weuld come back 
Friday, depending on whether his shuttling is preductive, U.S. 
officials said. 

In the interim,.Christepher will meet Wednesday in Amman 
with Hussein and then near the Dead Sea with Jordanian Foreign 
Minister Abdul-Saliam Majaii and Ieraeli Foreign Minister Peres. 

He will report on his talks with Assad te FMabin in Tel Aviv 
on Thursday and then meet with Arafat in Gaza. 

Commentaries in Tuesday's Syria Times, & government -aligned 
newspaper, accused lserael ef stalling and placing abstacies in 
the path to peace. Israel refuses ta discuss the question of 
withdrawal, according te a frent-page articie. 

Rssad in a telephone conversation last Friday with Fresident 
Clinton ‘‘reaffirmed his commitment to achieving comprehensive 
peace in the region,’ the articie said. 
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AP" BC-Mideast-Christepher, 3rd Ld-Writethru 
“BC=Mideast-Christopher, 3rd Ld-Writethru 

“Chriastepher Returns To Syria With Israeli View 

“Eds: UPDATES with Syrian comment on Christopher's mission, 
Christopher's arrival in Cairo 

“By SAMIR F. GHATTAS= 

“Associated Press Writer= 


DAMASCUS, Syria {APD —§ Syria said Wednesday that U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher's latest Middie East 
shuttie had failed te bridge differences blsocking a peace 
settiement with Israel. 

During his five-hour visit to Damascus Wednesday, 
Chrastepher briefed President Hafez Assad on Israel's viewpoints 
for a settiement. 

In the first comment on the meeting, Syria's presidential 
SBDGkKeSman Seid the taiks showed that ‘‘the differences remained 
wide because the Israeli position was still far from the basis 
and requirements of the peace process. 

‘“The president reiterated Syria’s position and its 
adherence to the basis of the peace process in accordance with 
U.N. Security Council rescoclutieons which call on Israel ta fully 
withdraw’’ from territories cccupied in 1967, said Assad's 
spokesman, Jibran Kourieh. 

Kourieh spoke after Christopher's departure from Damascus. 

The U.S. Secretary cf state later arrived in Cairs and 
headed straight to a meeting with Exsyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, anather key mediator between Syria and Israel. 

Syria’s government-cwned newspapers said Damascus was 
iccking to hear an Israeli pledge to withdraw compietely fram 
the Golan Heights. 

in Israeli, Christopher met Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin Monday and Tuesday and relayed tc him Syria's vision on 
Mideast peace. He also visited the Palestinian self-rule area of 


Jerichoe on the West Bank to give a boost to infant Palestinian 
autonomy. 
































Christopher said earlier in the week he was returning to 


Damascus ‘‘to try to find a common basis between the parties.'' 
‘There are reactions to the propesais that are going back 
and forth,’ he told reporters. “‘They are exchanging ideas.'' 


Syria and Israel have swapped proposais for a land-for—-peace 
Geai. Under the formula, Israel would trade Golan territory it 
eccupied in the 1967 Middle East war in return for recaogniticn, 
peace and guaranteed security from Syria, its foe since the 
creation of the state of Israel in 1948. 

The U.S. Secretary of state had wet Assad and Foreign 
Minister Farouk al-Sharaa during his two-day stop in Damascus 
earlier in the week. 

Christopher said in Israel Tuesday he's convinced both Assad 
and Rabin want peace and ‘are very sericus about it.'’ 

Both Christopher and Rabin have cautioned that there's still 
& long way for peace toe prevail in the Middle east. 

“We're at an early stage,’* Christopher said scutside 
Rabin's office Tuesday. “The problems are very difficuit.'? 

Rabin said: “‘“‘We are at the beginning. There is a isong way 
ta go.’' 

On the Syrian-Israeli track, the two sides were reported 
engaged in sericus and substantive discussicns. 

Syria clearly said Monday it would accept a ‘“‘timetablie’’' 
for & complete Israeli withdrawal from the Golan, a change from 
Previcus positions of a demand for full and immediate pullback 
from the strategic plateau. 

israel has offered a phased withdrawal but did not draw the 
final pullback line. Issues of dispute with the Israelis inciude 
the timing of the withdrawal, security guarantees, the fate of 
13, @@@ Jewish Golan settlers and normalization of relations 
under a& peace treaty. 

Christoepher’s shuttie tour is the third to the Middle East 
Since December. 

A Palestinian-Israelii seif-rule agreement signed earlier 
this month went inte full force on Tuesday after the last 
Israeli soldier withdrew from the Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jerichs after 27 years of cccupaticn. 
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“Syrian Jews Flee Damascus, Leaving Homes and Jobs Behind < 
“By LOUIS MEIXLER= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

NEW YORK (AP) _ The Syrian government gave the Jewish doctor 
and his wife a choice: they could leave, but they would have to 
abandon everything _ good jobs, their home, even their 
daughter’s big toy car. 

They didn’t hesitate. 

With just dirs 2,@0@@ in their pockets, the family fled to 
Brooklyn, joining a modern-day exodus from Syria, whose harsh 
anti-Israeli stance has produced a climate of fear for its own 
Jews. 

*“*We lost our home and our money and I don’t know when we 
will be able to work again,’’ the doctor’s wife said. ‘‘But we 
have our lives and the life of our daughter.’’ 

The family, which spoke on condition it not be identified, 
benefited along with more than 2,500 other Syrian Jews from 
President Hafez el-Assad’s attempt to polish his harsh 
reputation by easing travel restrictions on Jews. 

State Department officials, including former Secretary of 
State James A. Baker III, had joined Jewish leaders in urging 
Syria to ease restrictions on Jews, said Malcolm Hoenlein, an 
American Jewish leader. 

“*I think the U.S. has made it clear they consider this a 
critical test of Syria’s human rights policy,’’ said Hoenlin, 
executive vice-chairman of the Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations. 

Officially, there is no emigration. Jews, like all Syrians 
wishing to leave, must purchase a round-trip flight ticket and 
have a tourist visa issued by another country. Travel to Israel 
is forbidden and as tourists the Jews may only take dirs 2,900 
per person out of the country. 

Life in the United States hasn’t been easy for the doctor 
and his wife. 

They traded their spacious Damascus house for a cramped 
one-bedroom apartment above a noisy street. They speak little 
English. It could take the doctor two years to qualify for a 
U.S. medical license so that he can again support his family. 

The family must also apply for permanent residence, although 
most Syrian Jews have had few problems gaining such status. 

Nevertheless, the doctor grinned as he recalled the day he 
learned his family was free to go. 

It was the seventh day of Passover, the celebration of the 
biblical exodus from Egypt. The doctor had just left the morning 
prayer service at synagogue when state-controlled radio 
announced that Jews traveling abroad no longer had to leave 
behind a family member. 

*“*People began to congratulate each other,'’’ the doctor 
said. ‘‘We were so excited in our hearts, but we couldn’t really 
show it. After all, we were in Syria.’*’ 

As soon as the holiday ended the doctor applied for 
passports to travel abroad. He used the fictitious excuse that 
his wife was sick and needed foreign medical treatment. 

**Everyone wanted to leave that day, not to wait,’’ the 
doctor said. ‘*‘The security people thought most people wouldn't 
leave. I think they were surprised.'’ 

In the eight months following the April announcement, sore 
than half of Syria’s 4,000 Jews left the country, Hoenlein said. 
Most of the Jews have settled in Brooklyn, home to one of the 
world’s largest Syrian Jewish communities with 35,000 members. 

But since October, no new exit visas have been granted to 
Jews, Hoenlein said. ‘‘We have assurances from Syrian officials 
that there has been no change of policy, but we are very 
concerned,’' he added. 

The flight of Damascus’ Jewish community will end a long 
chapter in the city’s history. Tradition holds that Jews have 
lived in Damascus for some 3,000 years. The New Testament speaks 
of St. Paul preaching to the city’s Jews. 

Many Jews fled Damascus around the turn of the century and 
more left when the state of Israel was established in 1948. 

But some Jews, especially more prosperous merchants, 
remained in Damascus, despite occasional attacks and fierce . 
anti-Israel propaganda. 
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